FIVE STAGES OF THE AFTERLIFE

+ A SUMMARY OF HOW THE BIBLE DESCRIBES WHAT HAPPENS AFTER DEATH ¢
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RECALL THE PATTERN OF JESUS HIMSELF — FROM THE APOSTLES' CREED:
"he died and was buried, he descended to the dead ... he rose again ... he will come again to judge the living and the dead"
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DEATH

End of Life
Funeral & Burial

By the sweat of your brow you
shall eat bread, until you return
to the ground, for out of it you
were taken; you are dust, and
to dust you shall return.
Genesis 3:19

The fate of humans and the
fate of animals is the same; as
one dies, so dies the other.
They all have the same breath,
and humans have no
advantage over the animals;
for all is vanity. All go to one
place; all are from the dust,
and all turn to dust again.

Ecclesiastes 3:19-20

GRAVE

Sheol/Hades
Rest in Peace

Like sheep they are appointed
for Sheol; Death shall be their
shepherd; straight to the grave
they descend, and their form
shall waste away; Sheol shall
be their home.

Psalm 49:13-14

But mortals die, and are laid
low; humans expire, and
where are they? .... Until the
heavens are no more, they will
not awake or be roused out of
their sleep. Oh that you would
hide me in Sheol until your
wrath is past, that you would
appoint me a set time, and
remember me!

Job 14:10-13
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RESURRECTION

Last Day
New Body

The Lord himself, with a cry of
command, with the arch-
angel's call and with the sound
of God's trumpet, will descend
from heaven, and the dead in
Christ will rise first.

1 Thessalonians 4:16

Listen, | will tell you a mystery!
We will not all die, but we will
all be changed, in a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye, at
the last trumpet. For the
trumpet will sound, and the
dead  will be raised
imperishable, and we will be
changed.

1 Corinthians 15:51-52
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JUDGEMENT

Before Throne
Division

When the Son of Man comes
in his glory, and all the angels
with him, then he will sit on the
throne of his glory. All the
nations will be gathered before
him, and he will separate
people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep
from the goats.

Matthew 25:31-32

| saw the dead, great and
small, standing before the
throne, and books were
opened. Also another book
was opened, the book of life.
And the dead were judged ...

Revelation 20:12

ETERNAL LIFE

New L.ife
God's Presence

| saw a new heaven and a
new earth; for the first heaven
and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no
more .... And | heard a loud
voice from the throne saying,
"See, the home of God is
among mortals. He will dwell
with them as their God; they
will be his peoples, and God
himself will be with them; he
will wipe every tear from their
eyes. Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain
will be no more, for the first
things have passed away."

Revelation 21:1-4




