Four Basic Views on the Authority of the Holy Scriptures

How the Bible is viewed will determine how— and even whether — it is used and understood. Represented in the chart below are four basic
views on the authority and significance of the Scriptures which are held by believers and unbelievers. The perspective of some individuals may
overlap in different views, or they may even switch perspectives in addressing particular texts. However, most people tend to emphasize one

view more than the others — perhaps without even a selfconscious knowledge of it as a distinct perspective.

Non-Faith Views:
(Scripture = Human Writings)

does not consider the Bible to be
God’s written Word

Faith Views:
(Scripture = Word of God)

does consider the Bible to be
God’s written Word

Simplistic Views:

(Seeks Facts/Data)

evaluates Bible based on
prior external criteria

Atheistic View

dismisses the Bible as

a book of irrelevant myths
and subjective human opinion

Static View

reveres the Bible as a unique

collection of divinely revealed
propositions and facts

Intellectual Views:

(Seeks Truth/Meaning)
strives to learn by letting
the Bible speak for itself

Academic View

respects the Bible as a

great book of human literature
and historical significance

Functional View

recognizes the Bible as

unique writings throughwhich God
speaks to us and acts upon us
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