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Vision for the Future: Directorôs Comments  

Some wag suggested that as  

Adam and Eve were leaving the 

Garden of Eden, an angel with a 

flaming sword blocking their way 

back, Adam turned to his wife and 

said, ñI perceive, my dear, that we 

are in a time of transition.ò 

Lutheran CORE has been in a 

time of transition since its founding, 

because our Lutheran family in 

North America continues in transi-

tion. Our moderator Paul Ulring 

keeps reminding us that the ground 

is constantly shifting under our feet, 

and we have had to keep adjusting to 

the changes thrust upon us. 

Questions have been raised in 

print and in many conversations 

whether Lutheran CORE is needed 

any more, since many of our  

supporters have left their denomi-

national homes for other venues of 

ministry. It is a question the Steering 

Committee has been addressing in a 

visioning process that began early 

last year. 

I find it helpful to ask: Are there 

things that Lutheran CORE is able to 

do that nobody else can? I believe 

there is at least one: at this point, we 

are probably the only group who can 

work with all the Lutheran denomi-

nations, groups, and movements 

seeking confessional renewal in 

North America. Those still in the 

ELCA and ELCiC desperately need 

support and trustworthy resources, 

and those who have left need tools 

and a sense of community in  

mission. 

The Steering Committee adopted 

the vision statement: ñMobilizing 

Confessing Lutherans for Evangeli-

cal Renewal.ò While many faithful 

Lutherans are earnestly striving for 

renewal in our continent, we need 

one anotherôs gifts and wisdom to do 

that effectively. 

We are in the midst of the  

Epiphany season, stressing Godôs 

mission to the world, starting with 

the visit of the Gentile astrologers to 

the Christ child and concluding with 

Jesus seen as the fulfillment of the 

Law and the Prophets. In between 

we watch our Lord call disciples and 

teach them to minister in the power 

of the Spirit poured out on him at his 

baptism. Lutheran CORE intends to 

help Lutherans carry out the mission 

our Lord has given us, by the grace 

bestowed in our baptisms. 

I see my role during this year  

as connecting confessing Lutherans 

with one another and with the  

resources they need to engage in 

evangelical renewal. Lutheran 

CORE will never become a huge 

bureaucracy ð the Director is the 

only full-time, non-shared position 

in the organization and will likely 

remain so. Most of what Lutheran 

CORE accomplishes will happen 

because of dedicated saints working 

for renewal in each local area. 

In the end, our power is not in 

organization or programs or political 

action, but in the Word of the Cross, 

the Gospel which is the power of 

God unto salvation for everyone 

who has faith. 

Lutheran CORE intends to help 

Lutherans carry out the mission 

our Lord has given us, by the 

grace bestowed in our baptisms. 

Continued on Page 2 
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Pr. W. Stevens Shipman 

I ask your prayers, your guidance, 

your wisdom, and your participation 

as we navigate this often-frightening 

and confusing time of transition  

in North American Lutheranism 

(indeed, in North American  

Christianity). 

We have an essential task as  

we strive to mobilize confessing  

Lutherans for evangelical renewal. 

Join Lutheran CORE as we seek the 

Spiritôs power together, in order to 

be instruments God can use for His  

mission on our continent. 

Pr. Shipman, director of Lutheran 

CORE, can be reached at the  

following email:  

sshipman@lutherancore.org 

Vision for the Future 
Continued from Page  1 

 2012 Discipleship and Evangelization Events  
JANUARY 27-28.  Florida and Caribbean Area, Pastor Eddy Perez (305-445-0626, pastoreddyperez@yahoo.com) is 

representing the Hispanic Lutheran Churches, Pastor Rebecca Heber (407-333-2087, w.c.heber@att.net) the Florida 

NALC/CORE Churches, and Pastor Chris Magnell, (magnell@gmail.com) the LCMC Churches. 

FEBRUARY 5-7. Bloomington, Minnesota, The Meaning and Means of Conversion: A Theological Conference for 

Pastors, sponsored by the Augustana District of the LCMC and the Institute for Lutheran Theology. Contact: 

mjrichardson@AugustanaDistrict.org 

FEBRUARY 17-18.  Houston, Texas, Pastor Claude Villemaire, St. Paulôs Lutheran (281-341-7500, 

stpaulrosenberg@sbcglobal.net), and Pastor Norm Albertson, Peace Lutheran, (281-342-8800, 

Peace_lutheran@sbcglobal.net). (Note: Bishop John Bradosky will be the main presenter.) 

FEBRUARY 24-25.  Phoenix, Arizona, Pastor Glenn Zorb, Mountain View Lutheran,(480-893-2579, 

gzorb@mvlutheran.org). 

TO BE ANNOUNCED.  Pontiac, Illinois, Pastors Dieter and Heidi Punt, First Lutheran, (815-844-3695, 

punt@firstlutheranpontiac.org). 

MAY 18-19.  Western Pennsylvania, Pastor Mark Werner, St. Paulôs Lutheran in Latrobe (724-423-2590, 

revmaw@wpa.net). 

JUNE 1-2.  Des Moines, Iowa at St. Markôs Lutheran, the congregation Pastor Mike Foss serves. Contact person is 

Pastor Ken Kimball working with pastors in Iowa (712-249-2355, pastordam@iowatelecom.net). 

OCTOBER 26-27.  Mansfield, Ohio, Pastor Paul Larson, First English Evangelical Lutheran, (419-522-0662, 

plarson001@neo.rr.com). 

NOVEMBER 16-17. Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania (Eastern Pennsylvania), Pastor Brett Jenkins, Christ Hamilton 

United Lutheran (570-992-4085, pastorjenkinssts@gmail.com). 
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Why I am a member of Lutheran CORE 

It seems that God provides cer-

tain people and certain groups at just 

the right time.  Lutheran CORE is 

one of those groups.  To say that Lu-

theranism in America is undergoing a 

sea change would be a vast under-

statement.  I often talk with pastors 

who say something like this: ñSteve, 

the issues that caused your church to 

leave the ELCA are just not issues in 

our congregation.ò  Invariably, some-

time after that conversation, people 

from that same pastorôs congregation 

will call, write, or e-mail me asking a 

different question, one that goes 

something like this:  ñHow can we 

have a conversation in our church 

about these things that are so very 

important to us?  We want to have an 

open conversation, but our pastor ei-

ther refuses to have the conversation 

or he/she wonôt admit there is an is-

sue. What do we do?ò    

Whether our congregations are 

talking openly about the myriad of 

issues dividing the ELCA (it isnôt 

just sexuality), the truth is that people 

of our congregations are talking, and 

they long to be able to have an open, 

honest conversation. Lutheran CORE 

is, by its very definition, positioned 

to be of assistance in that conversa-

tion.  Lutheran CORE is able to enter 

the conversation without prejudging 

whether a congregation or pastor 

should leave or stay in the ELCA. 

They are able to bring resources, in-

formation, support, and a prayerful 

approach to this important conversa-

tion.  And, maybe, more than any-

thing, they can bring a bit of a non-

anxious presence to the conversation 

by representing people and congrega-

tions that have chosen to stay and 

those having chosen to leave.  

I am absolutely convinced that 

congregations are far better off in the 

long run if they are willing to talk 

openly and honestly about these 

things.  Certainly, my congregation is 

a testament to that.  We appointed ten 

former presidents of our congrega-

tion to do an in depth study of the 

issues and make a recommendation.  

All information sessions were open 

to the congregation.  After presenting 

the recommendations, there were two 

congregational meetings, each at-

tended by over 1200 people, at which 

votes were taken on the recommen-

dations.  Those recommendations 

are available to anyone at 

www.calvary.org. Was it painful?  

Yes.  Was it a lot of work?  Yes.  

Was it worth it?  Yes.  Did people 

leave the church?  Yes, many did.  

But, hereôs the reality:  People would 

have left Calvary whether we studied 

the issues or not.  People would have 

left Calvary whether we voted or not.  

People would have left Calvary if the 

vote had gone the other way.  Why?   

Because these issues are central to 

our faith and they are important.   

Calvary is and will be a stronger 

church because of what we went 

through.  I believe that churches 

make one of two mistakes in this are-

na:  Either they try to pretend the is-

sues donôt exist and deny reality, or 

they move too quickly to a vote with-

out first taking the time to be sure 

everyone is informed.  Lutheran 

CORE can be a huge help in both 

areas, and Iôm glad to be able to be a 

part of it.  

Lutheran CORE is able  

to enter the conversation 

without prejudging whether a 

congregation or pastor 

should leave or stay in the 

ELCA. They are able to 

bring resources, infor-

mation, support, and a 

prayerful approach to this 

important conversation.   

By Pr. Steve Dornbusch 

Steve Dornbusch is pastor of Calvary 

Lutheran Church in Golden Valley, 

Minnesota. He serves on the Lutheran 

CORE Steering Committee 
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