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Vi st on f or t he Futur

Some wag suggested that as ~ North America. Those still in the baptism. Lutheran CORE intends to
Adam and Eve were leaving the ELCA and ELCIC desperately need help Lutherans carry out the mission
Garden of Eden, an angel witha  support and trustworthy resources, our Lord has given us, by the grace
flaming sword blocking their way  and those who have left need tools bestowed in our baptisms.
back, Adam turned to his wife and and a sense of community in

_ "~ _ o | see my role during this year
sai d, A percei venssomy dear, that

_ _ _ _ . aé’vcgnnecting confessing Lutherans

are in a time of tTrheaéfe%Hné Cofrlitted adoptedwith one another and with the
Lutheran CORE has beenina t he vi si on st at e msounrtesthey Medito edngageiinn ¢

time of transition since its founding,

because our Lutheran family in .
North America continues in transi- LUth e ran CO R E I nte n d S tO h el F
tion. Our moderator Paul Ulring

eeps reminding us that the ground. LUEN@FANS carry out the missior

is constantly shifting under our feet,

and we have had to keep adjusting tqQy | | [ Lord haS g'Ven US’ by the

the changes thrust upon us.

Questions have been raised in - Jrgce pestowed In our baptism:

print and in many conversations
whether Lutheran CORE is needed
any more, since many of our
supporters have left their denemi

Confessing Lutherans for Evangeli- evangelical renewal. Lutheran

cal Renewal . 06 Wh ICORE withaeney bedome a htige u |
national homes for other venues of Lutherans are earnestly striving for bureaucracy) the Director is the
ministry. It is a question the Steeringrenewal in our continent, we need  only full-time, nonshared position
Committee has been addressing in pone a. not her 6s gi ﬁntthe.orgarrlizdttiorV\aincBV\dlldikEiy t G
visioning process that began early that effectively. remain so. Most of what Lutheran

last year. We are in the midst of the CORE accompllishes WiII.happen |
Epi phany season, bescqu§eé)f§j%d|caﬁe§l sapty v(\jo(r)k@g

| find it helpful to ask: Are there for renewal in each local area.

things that Lutheran CORE is able tom'ss'_or] to the World_’ starting with . )
do that nobody else can? | believe the visit of the Gentile astrologers to In the end, our power is not in

there is at least one: at this point, Wethe Christ child and cqncluding with org-anizatio.n or programs or political
are probably the only group who CanJes.us seen as the fulfilment of the action, but in the Word of the Cross,
work with all the Lutheran denomi- Law and the Prophets. Ir.1 bgtween the Gospel WhIC-h is the power of
nations, groups, and movements we watch our Lo.ro.l call .dISCIpleS and God unto sglvatlon for everyone
seeking confessional renewal in teach them to minister in the power who has faith.

of the Spirit poured out on him at his )
PIEP Continued on Page 2
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Vision for the Future

Continued from Page 1

| ask your prayers, yowguidance Join Lutheran CORE as we seek the
your wisdom, and your participation Spi rit 6s power tog
as we navigate this ofteénightening  be instruments God can use for His
and confusing time of transition mission on our continent.
in North American Lutheranism
(indeed, in North American
Christianity).

Pr. Shipman, director dfutheran
CORE, can be reached at the
following email:

We have an essential task as  sshipman@Iutherancore.org
we strive to mobilize confessing
Lutherans for evangelical renewal. Pr. W. Stevens Shipman

2012 Discipleship and Evangelization Events

JANUARY 27-28. Florida and Caribbean Area, Pastor Eddy Perez-3@0626,pastoreddyperez@yahoo.cpis
representing the Hispanic Lutheran Churches, Pastor Rebecca Heb8B84087,w.c.heber@att.ngthe Florida
NALC/CORE Churches, and Pastor Chris Magnetiagnell@gmail.comihe LCMC Churches.

FEBRUARY 5-7. Bloomington, Minnesotal he Meaning and Means of Conversion: A Theological Conference for
Pastors, sponsored by the Augustana District of the LCMC and the Institute for Lutheran Theology. Contact;
mjrichardson@AugustanaDistrict.org

FEBRUARY 17-18. Houst on, Texas, Pastor Cl aud31750D,0 | emai r|e,
stpaulrosenberg@sbcglobal.neind Pastor Norm Albertson, Peace Lutheran,-@818800,
Peace_lutheran@sbcglobal néNote:Bishop John Bradoskyill be the main presenter.)

FEBRUARY 24-25. Phoenix, Arizona, Pastor Glenn Zorb, Mountain View Lutheran;8&®2579,
gzorb@mvlutheran.ojg

TO BE ANNOUNCED. Pontiac, lllinois, Pastors Dieter and Heidi Punt, First Lutheran,-8483695,
punt@firstlutheranpontiac.oyg

MAY 18-19. West ern Pennsyl vani a, Pastor Mar k42326%,ner , |St
revmaw@wpa.nét

JUNE 1-2. Des Moi nes, |l owa at St . Mar kés Lut heran, t hle
Pastor Ken Kimball working with pastors in lowa (¥229-2355,pastordam@iowatelecom. et

OCTOBER 26-27. Mansfield, Ohio, Pastor Paul Larson, First English Evangelical Lutheran5220662,
plarson001@neo.rr.con.

NOVEMBER 16-17. Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania (Eastern Pennsylvania), Pastor Brett Jenkins, Christ Hamilton
United Lutheran (57®92-4085,pastorjenkinssts@gmail.com
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Why | am a member of Lutheran CORE

By Pr. Steve Dornbusch

They are able to bring resources, in- Lutheran CORE is able
It seems that God provides cer- formation, support, and a prayerful to enter the conversation

tain people and certain groups at justapproach to this important conversa- without prejudging/vhethela
the right time. Lutheran CORE is  tion. And, maybe, more than any-
one of those groups. To say that Lu-thing, they can bring a bit of a non
theranism in America is undergoing aanxious presence to the conversationShould leave or stay in the
sea change would be a vast under- by representing people and congregafE CA. They are able to
statement. | often talk with pastgrs tions t_hat have cho;en to stay and bring resources, infor-
who say somet hi n ghodeihdvieg clhobente leavdi St e v

€.,
the issues that caused your church to mation, support, and a

| am absolutely convinced that .
i i i . ) rayerful approach to this
leave the ELCA are just not issues IN congregations are far better off in the IO y pPp

0_ ur congre g_at on 'Io(ﬁg runlif ﬂ1¥yaarre \'Niﬁ’lna {OYaI’k $ Impertant conversation.
time after that conversation, people openly and honestly about these T ——

from that same p attﬁnbso ée@tzfinlycm?/ Eoﬂgrreﬁagioah gsBeoanse these issues are central to
will call, write, or email me asking a a testament to th:at We appointed teRUT faith and they are important.

different quesltion, one thf"lt goes former presidents of our congrega- Calvary is and will be a stronger
somet hi n.g . ke qibnsto: do an'i'nl_d'é)pm st&d;?d?thewechurch because of what we went
have a conver§at|on in-our church issues and make a recommendation.through. | believe that churches
?bOUt these things that are so very All information sessions were open make one of two mistakes in this are-
Important to us? We want to have ér}o the congregation. After presentingna: Either they try to pretend the is-
open conversation, but our pastorgl-the recommendations, there weretws ues dondt exi st
ther refuses to have the Conveﬂrsat'oncongregational meetings, each at- they move too quickly to a vote with-
or he/she wonot ateqﬂgfj 6y oJerrifO() |§eop|e,sat whiCrout filsst'taking the time to be sure
sue. What do we c{/(S)te?s Qere taken on the recommen- everyone is informed. Lutheran
Whether our congregations are dations. Those recommendations CORE can be a huge help in both

talking openly about the myriad of  are available to anyone at areas, and |1 6m gl
i ssues dividing twww.calkaty©ry. Was ittpairifus? n 6 part of it.
just sexuality), the truth is that peopleYes. Was it a lot of work? Yes.
of our congregations are talking, and Was it worth it? Yes. Did people
they long to be able to have an open,leave the church? Yes, many did.
honest conversation. Lutheran COREBBut , heredés the reality
is, by its very definition, positioned have left Calvary whether we studied
to be of assistance in that conversa- the issues or not. People would have
tion. Lutheran CORE is able to enterleft Calvary whether we voted or not.
the conversation without prejudging People would have left Calvary if the
whether a congregation or pastor  vote had gone the other way. Why? _

Steve Dornbusch is pastor of Calvary

should leave or stay in the ELCA. Lutheran Church in Golden Valley,

Minnesota. He serves on the Lutheran
CORE Steering Committee

congregation or pastor
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