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Lutheran CORE leaders announce that a new Lutheran

church body will be formed for those leaving the ELCA
Lutheran CORE will continue as an association for all Lutherans

Leades ofLutheran CORE (Coalition
for Renewal) voted Nov. 17 to begin
work on goroposal for a newutheran
church baly for thosewho choose to
leavethe Evanglical Lutheran Church
in America

The votes bythe ELCA Churchwide
Assembly in August to dlow pastors
to be in commigd same-se
relaionships have ceded abiblical

and theologal crisis throughout the

ELCA and have generaed conflict in

ties with the EICA becase of the
ELCA’s continued movementway
from traditional Christian teachings.
The voteonsexualiy opened theyes
of manyto how far the ELCA has
moved from Biblical teaching,” said
the RevPaull Spring of State Colleg
Pa., lutheran CORE chair.

“Along with our other eneval
movement patnes, Lutheran CORE
will aid in theformation of a lutheran
churd bodyfor thoe congegations

synod tha will serve bath Lutheransin
the ELCA ard those in other chegh
bodies.

This working group will be in
convesaion with other lutheran
churdh bodies about wa to work
together. Lutheran CORE has keen in
conversation wih Lutheran
Corgregations in Misgon for Christ
(LCMC), an assoct@on of Lutheran
congregations which many ELCA
congegations have joined. utheran

local congegations. Manycongre@-
tions and individuals areoasidering
the possibiliy of leavingthe ELCA or
have tiosen to redect gving awvay
from the ndonalchurd organization.

and individuas that choose to end CORE will continue to work closdy
thar affiliation with the ELCA. This with LCMC. The prposed new
churdh bod/ will stand where church bodyis intended to provide a
Lutheranshave dways sbod andwill  placefor congegations thatdesre a
cente its life on the mission of the more traditional denominational
Church to spread th&ospel of Jesus structure

Morethan 1,200 Lutheransgathered in

Fishers, Ind., Sept. 25-26 unanimously
voted toauthorizetheLutheran CORE

Steering Conmittee  “to initiate
convesations amog the conge-
gations and reform mowvements in

Lutheran CORE and other comptible

churdly organizations leding towad

a possble reconfiguration of North

American Lutheranism” andto bring a
reoommendation for @ion in 2010.
The Lutheran CORE Steering
Committee decided Nov. 17 that a
new dwurch body likely will be

necessay anddirected tha work begin

on achurch body proposal.

“Many ELCA membersnd congega-
tions have said that theyant to seve

Christ,”saidSpring, theetired bishop
of the Northwesten Pensylvania
Synod.

A spedal workinggroup will drat the

churd bodyproposal in consultation

with the WordAlone Network and the

other réorm movement partners of

Lutheram CORE. The reommend-
ationsaretobereleasalin February to
allow interested
congeaations time foréedbak. Final

individuals and

“We havenot maleanyfirm dedsions
about what thishurd bodywill be or
how it will bestuctured. That reality
will come into focus as thavorking
group meé&s with the members of
Lutheran CORE wharelooking for a
new dwrch bodyand with oher
Lutheranchurd bodies and ferm
movemens in North America,”
explained Rwn Schwarz of
Washington, D.C., a membef the

proposals will be brought to the Lutheraan CORE Seeing Committee,

Lutheran CORE Gonvocation in
Columbus, Ohio, Aug. 26-27.

The working group will also kring
recmmendations for theoatinuation
of Lutheran CORE as a éestanding

who chars the workinggroup.
Other menbers of theVision and

Continued on Page 2
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L-CORE to continue as free-standing synod for all Lutherans

Continued from Page 1

Planning Workng Group are:
Carolyn Nestingn, Ddlas, Ore.; ad

the Revs. @thi Baast, Smihfield,

Neb.; Mak Chavez, landisville, Pa.;
Dan Sdbo, San Jose Cdif.; Daud

Glesne, Fdley, Minn.; Ron Warren,
Grove City, Ohio; Paull Spiing, Stte
College, Pa.; and Mike TaN&,

Abington, Pa.

Lutheran CORE to continue
as free-standing synod

Lutheran CORE will continueto exist
as afree-standing synod. Both those
within the ELCA and in this new
churdh bodywill be able to continue
in fellowship throu@p Lutheran
CORE.

“Lutheran CORE is committetb be a
churd fellowship for lutherans who
are commited to the teabing of
Saipture— boththasewho chooseto
reman affiliated with the ELCA and
thoee who doos to end thar

affiliation with the ELCA,” Spring
said.

“Itisimportant tha those who want to

uphold Biblical teaching work

togdher. We neé eat other. To be
an dfective witness, Lutherans —

bath thasewho remain affili ated with

the ELCA and tlose who @d that
affiliation — need towork togethe.

Lutheran CORE hopes to continueto

provide that burch felowship and
sene that common mission,”
added.

“This new churb body and the
Lutheran CORE freestandingsynod
will make it pcssible for faithful
congregations to work together in
mission and to relat to other
Lutherans worldwide,”Schwae said.
“Lutheraas around the wrld have
been sandalizd by the ELCA’s
actions. lutheraa CORE will work
closely with Lutheraas around the
world who slare our commitment to
Scripture a it has been undgood by
geneations of Christians.”

he

“We are not leavinghe ELCA. The
ELCA has Idt us Lutheran CORE is
continuing in the Chiistian faith @ it
has bee passed down to us by
genaations of Christians The ELCA

is the one that has parted from the
teading oftheBible as undestood by
Christians for 2,000 gass,” Spring
said.

“The division in the EICA is not
redly about sex. tl is about the
authorityof Scripturen the life of the
church. The crisisin the ELCA is a
dired result ofthe ations of the 2009
ELCA Churchwide Asembly’ he
added.

“We grieve tha it has become
necessary for so many to leave the
ELCA and forso manyothersto alter
their rdationship withthe ELCA, but

we ae hartenedbytheclea sense of
mission and ministry tha is

motivating these danges” the

Lutheran CORE Steing Committee
said in a letter to membsof Lutheran

CORE announcinthe degsion.

Lutheran CORE Steering Committee meets, expands ministry

LutheranCORE's SteeringCommitee
met Nov. 17-18 in Ne Brighton,
Minn., to oversed.utheran CORE’s
ongoing ministry.

Pastor Muk Chavezreportedthe over-
whelmingresponseto Lutheran CORE
since the Churchwide Assanbly with
new @ntactscomingfrom throudnout
the United Setes. Lutheran CORE
gathelings have been happening al

around thecountry with significant
numbers of peple attending

New regiona reform movements in
seveal sateswere formally welcomed

as menbeas of Lutheran CORE Also
received was the Union of Oromo
Evangelical Churches.

Reports were received about various
efforts induding discussions with
leaders ofthe WordAlone N&vork,
Lutheran Congegatonsin Mission for
Christ, the lighthouseCovenant, and
reform groups in Canada Lutheran
CORE will cortinue to work closely
and coopratively with these goups.

Pastor Erma Wolf repted on the
Novemba ELCA Chuch Cauncil
meeting It was demed that lutheran

CORE woull continue to havea
representative a those meetings. We
hopeto dsohave apresence a ELCA
Corterence of Bishops meetings.

Progess on legl and inancial mattes
for Lutheram CORE’s fre-standing
synod and forthe proposed ne
churd bodywas reorted.

Noting the significant wokload

awadting Lutheran CORE leades, the
Rev.Paul Ulringof Columbus, Ohio,
sad: “It is because of thefaithfulness

of God that we have to do these

things.”
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NE Iowa Synod repudiates ELCA sexuality decisions
and asks that synod’s ‘bound conscience’ be respected

The Northeasterdowa Syhod Goundl
appioved wo reslutions Nov. 14
repondng to the2009ELCA Church-
wide Assembly’s votes on sexuality.

The first reolution recoqizes the
“bourd congience”of the ynodbasd
onits previous synodassenbly adions.
In recentyears, thesynodassembly has
pased ®wveral reolutions affirming
marriage as between one man and one
woman ad in oppodtion to proposd
changs in ELCA teaching and
standardson same-sexsexual relations.

“Recoqizing the mg acions of the
Northeasern lowa Syod Assembly as
evidene of the Northeasem lowa
Synod’s drongly-held \views with
respect to the approving, cdling,
commissioning, conseaating, or
ordaining of one in a publicly
accountable, lifelong, monogamous,
same-gender relationdip,” the Syod
Councl deemined“thatthe sandads
for rogered minstry asoutlinedin the
1990 documents, ‘Vision and
Expectations and Definitions and
Guidelines br Discipline’ shall remain
in effea for the Northeasem lowa
Synd,” theresdution states.

The resolution, appoved 10-5, also
recommends to its 2010 Synod
Assmbly a contnuing reolution
maintaining the ELCA sandads prior
to the 2009 Churchwide Assembly.

“The mint would be t© maintin a
unified minsteium within the gnod
that is faithful to the witnes of
Scripture br living a holy life bebre
the Lord. The pont would alsobe to
preent a united witnes within the
synod to the whte of the ELCA in
caling upon the ELCA to repentof the
actions taken at the Chuchwide
Assenmbly,” said he Rev. Marshall

Hahn ofSt. Olaf, lowa,who pesnied
the resdutions. “T he point is not so
much trying to stay together with the
ELCA, but trying to stayogether as a
synod’”

“The Northeasem lowa Swyod takes
the rretoric of the Chuchwide
Assnmbly at its word, that the ‘bourd
congience’ of synods is to be
respected.tlremainsto be seen ithis
will be the cas or if the pesent
rumbling from Chicagp will nat allow
synods to hag a ‘bound caoscience”

Hahnsaid. “If it doesnot allow a ynod
to have a‘'bourd canscience), then the
bagsfor the wtestakenat Churchwide
are suspect, built on afictionthe ELCA
cannot or will not honor.”

Hahnis a leaer in Call to Faithfulness,
one of the reform groyps that comprise
Lutheran CORE. Call to FaitHulness
has provided leadeship for renewal
efforts in thesynod.

The Syod Coundl alo voted to
“repudide the cecisions of the 209
Churchwide Asembly in adpting the
saocial statenment ‘Human Sexuality: Gift
andTrug’ andthefour Re®lutionson
Ministry Pdicies as violations of the
Confession of Faith, Chapter 2 of the
ELCA Constitution.”

The Synod Council asked the ELCA
Church Couril to takethesame acton
and to “refuse to implement these
actions, and begin the proces to
overturn thes decsions at the 2011
Churchwide Assenfly.”

The rewlution — which wasappoved
8-6 with 2 abgentions— notes thatthe
new ELCA sccial staement on
sexualty acknowledges that “The
historic Chistian tadtion and the
Lutheran Confessions have recognized

mariage asacovenantbetveen aman
anda woman” Howeve, the satement
then sag that “Recagnizing that tis
conclusion differs from the higoric
Chrigtian tadition and the Lutheran
Confesions some peoge, thouch not
all, in this church and within the larger
Christian @mmunity, corclude that
marriage isal the gpropriate ternto
use in describing simlar benefits,
protecion,andsuppat for same-gender
couples entering into lifelong
monogamous reldionships.”

“The satement then goeson to treat
these Wwo positions and the ariants
within themasof equal validity, onthe
basisof the ‘consdence-bound beliefs’
of those who hdd them.”

The resolution notes that “the
Cornfesion of Faith of the ELCA
(Chaper 2 of the ELCA Conditution)
commits the ELCA to acept the
canonical Scriptures as thauhoritative
source arm norm of our proclamation,
faith ard life, and to acep the
confessional writings of the Lutheran
Church asatrue witnes of the Gogel
andvalid intempretationsof the faith of
the Chuch’”

“Neither the Scial Staement nor the
Recommendaton on Ministry Pdicies
preentanargumentba®d an Scripture,
the Lutheran Conéssionsand with the
aid of soundrea®neitherto rejectwhat
is admited © be the posgtion of the
historic Chiistian tradition and the
Lutheran Conéssions basd on
Scilipture orto aceptapostionwhich
isadmittedto be catrarytothe higoric
Chrigtian tadition and the Lutheran
Confessiors.”

The text ofthe esolutbns is avalable
at the Cal to Faithfulness webste,
http://calltofaithfulness.wordpress.com.
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African immigrant Lutheran churches issue statement against
ELCA sexuality decisions; some are joining Lutheran CORE

Rightafterthe 209ELCA Churchwide
Assnbly, the rational board of the
Africannational ministriesof theELCA
gathered toexplore ways of regpondng
to the ELCA human seuality decisions.
They issued a gatement caled “The
African National Ministries Pgsition
Staement.” Thestatenent isavailkable
at the Lutheran CORE website

In that statemert the African national
churches nade it clear that hey are
“deepYy saddemrdanddisturbed”by the
actions of the Churchwide Assembly.
They noted how their ministries are
impaded.Manyfamilies havdeft their
churches.In sonecasesministrieswill
be disslved aml members will join
other denominations.

In adlition to the sggnificant impact
here in the United States, their home

churches in Africa are also deeply

impaded as e name Lutheran is
globaly shared and the keadeship of
the BLCA is highly visibleandactive in
the Lutheran World Fealeration.

Afterissuingthatstatement, the African
naional leades shard his document
with the H.CA PresidingBishop Mark
Hanson through a conference call. In
that cdl they expressedther feelings,
thoudhts, and firm positions In the
document, they haw abo dated that
they ae ddemined to cmtinue
working with peopk ard groups that
share their corscienceandconvctions
for the keof enharing their mission
andministry “in this new mision and
ministry context of the ELCA.”

African nationa leaders were adive
paticipants at the Lutheran CORE
Conwcaion in FHshers, Ind., the
Lutheran Congegationsin Mission for
Christ (LCMC) gatheting in Fargo,
N.D., and at the WordAlone Theolog-

ical Corferen@ in Minneapolis. Their
paticipaton, pasion andcommitment
to the mision of the Gopel hawe been
an inspirdion to many.

Lutheran COREscommitted b further
enhareanddeepa thisrelationship as
we jointly explore our sharedfuture in
the girit of reconfguring the athodo
Lutheran ®nfessional and missional
presence in North Ameilica in
paitneship with churchesarund the
world. In that journey our African
brothers andsisters will hawe aleadng
role.

The Unbn of Oromo Evwangelical
Chuches was one of several renewal
and redstance movements welcomed
into Luthean COREby the Seeling
Committee at its Nov. 16-17 meeting.
Some Oromochurch leades from the
Minneaplisarea netwith the Seeiing
Committee aml <hared their dee
commitment to the mowment They
expressed he wice d their corstituent
congeaations throughout the Unted
States, Canadh, and Europe. Thé
international office is housed at Our
Redeemer Orono Lutheran @wurch in
Minneapadlis.

Mog of the Oomo cangregationsin the
ELCA are rapidly growing Luthern
mission congegations Theyare young
andtendemissioncommunitiesin need
of much suppat, guidance and cae in
all apecs. Noneheless, theyare taking
a clear gand on this issue d human
sexudity and biblical authority because
it is non-ngyotiablefor the sakeof their
faith and evangeadal withess.They are
deeply committed to stand o the Word
of God and to align themsdves with
pegle and goups thatshae their
commitment to day true © the
traditional teaching of the Chistian
Church.

In addition to joining Lutheran CORE,
the Oomo clurches hawe formed a
theologtal andbiblical advisory board
to wok on ther own teading
document for their chuches in the
United Sates Ethiopia ard beyondon
matters of homosesuality andthe rew
ELCA ministry pdicies That document
isenitled“HereWe Stand’ Following
areexcerptsof their statenent whch is
online at www.oromogaspd.org:

Statement responding to ELCA
decisions from Oromo churches

1. The peple ard the Goemment of

the United States havacepted us with
extended hands to become part of the

nation. Weappredatethehositality we

received and egerience in thiscountry

by church and people. We are also
grateful to the Ewangelical Lutheran

Church in America ELCA) for

standng with us in he poces of

organizing our Orono congregtionsin

several Statesof the United States We

are incebted b the hshopsandMission

Directors of our respective synods,

which have helped us in somany ways.

We love our felow brothersand ssters
in Jesus Christ with all our heats. We

hawe bean hrough manythingstogether
with churclesthathosted usndpastos

and leades of corgregations who

shara the warmth of their heartswith

us.

2. Irrespectie of all these we want to
expres owr disageenents with the

ELCA’s decisons of the 2009
Churchwide Asembly regardng
homosexudity lifestye. We are

saddened that the church that proclaims
the Sriptures of the Od ard New
Testanents canerr and dey what it
proclaims.

Continued on Page 5
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Lutherans worldwide are praying for renewal of
Lutheran Church in North America on Fridays

Fridays have been designated as days
of prayer for the renewh of the
Lutheran Church in Noth Ameria.
Lutherans worldwide ae committing
to be apat of this payer effort.

The FRiday prayer emphasis started
with  African-immigrant Lutheran
congregations in the United Sttes.
They have engaged Lutheransin ther
homelands in this effort. Now
thousands — possibiyillions — of

Christians are prying for the renewd
of the Lutheran Church in the United
States and Canada every Friday.

Leades of Oomo Luthera churthes
metwith theLutheran CORE Steing
Committee Nov. 17andtold L-CORE
leaders of theworldwide prayer effort.

The Biblical and theological crisisin
the ELCA — highlighted by the
actions of the 2009 IECA Church-

Oromo church statement on ELCA

Continued from Page 4

3. As a memhe and body of
Evangelical Lutheran Chuch in
America (ELCA), we, Oromo
Evangelical Lutheran Cangregations
express aur strong disagreement with
the decision of the 2009 ELCA
Churchwide Asenbly adoptingthe
socia gatement, “Human Sexuality:
Gift and Trust,” that approge
same-8x unions contray to the
Saipture and adopting aresdution to
ordan practicing homosexuds.

4. Our dwrch leades have been
expressing their concem and
oppostion to Synods, syod
convertions and churd-wide
assemblies about the dit®n the
ELCA is taking in blessing sanmsex
unions, and ordaning homosexuds
contray toGod'’s orignal creation and
the Scriptures. . . .

28. Thedecisions d the 2009 ELCA
Churchwide Assembly regarding
homosexud behavior have extremdy
dama@d our basic tenets of the

Christian fath and of the leurch’s
witness.For the sakeof the truth of
theWord of God to prevail, theunity
in Oromo Gongregationsand authentic
Gospelwitness,basedon our béief
that tle Bible is the Word of God —
inspired bythe HolySpirit and forthe
sake ofthetruewitnessof faith to the
revdation of God in ®sus Christ and
the onlynorm and ruleof faith of the
Chuch o Christ, which reects
homosexal behaiors as a divesion
from Gal’s will — we would like to
express ar decision as follows:

a. We disagge on *“Visions and
Expectations’ of Augus 2009 ELCA
Chuchwide Assanbly reslution in
relation to homosexuality.

b. We cannot in the nana “bound
consci@ece” acept a policycontray
to the Saiptures.

c. We cana acept the ministries of
anygayor lesbian pesons ordaing by
the ELCA or any churdx in our
congregtions and/or at swd or
church-wide meetings.

wide Assanbly — is aspritual crisis
A spiritual crisis requigs a spiritual
responsevhich is whytheyarecalling
Christians around theorldto prayfor
the chuch in the United tates, the
Oromo chuch lealers &plained.

LuthemnCORE’s SteeringCommitee
is aling on Lutherans worldwide to
join in this prayer emphesis Please
encouageothersn your congegation
and communityto join in prar.

sexuality actions

d. We wil work, consult and
collaborae with the all-lutheran
bodies inconfessbnal resigance as to
how we should@ntinue our ministes
as committed utheransin the United
States of Ameca.

e. We will eanestly pray for the
ELCA that it mg chang its curent
courseand comebackto its aiginal
path and s& the unityof the ELCA.

29. Theefore, the Union of Oromo
Evangelical Churches (UOEC) tekes a
firm gand based on the authoritative
Word o God that hanosexudity is
sinful, and immoral. Beause of
UOEC firmbeliefandconviction that
the Bible regards homosexual
behavioras sinful and God' orignal
creation rejeds smesex unions
UOECwould not supparblessing of
same-seunions, includig ordination,
congecration or commissioning. We
believe, doingtherwise is aejection
of God's mmandment aganst
same-sg conduct ad God’s
hetepsexual order ofredion.
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Eastern European Lutherans respond to sexuality decisions

Lutheran Churchesn Eastern Ewpe
have aded their voies tothose of
Lutherans worldwide who i aitical
of the decisions of the 2009 ELCA
Chuchwide Assanbly to endorse
sane-sex unions and to alow pastors
to bein same-sex sexuarelationships.

The lealers of the utheran Churches
in Estonia, latvia,and Lithuania met
Nov. 3-4. The bish@s issued a
messag notng the crsis of faith and
fellowship caused bghe ations of the
ELCA andthe Chuch o Sweden in
endorsingsame-se sexual rdation-
ships.These churges are all membegr
of the Lutheran World Fedeation.

“At the present time acommon
witness of chuches is vitdly
important, therefre we express our
deepst concern &Aout modern
tendendestha weaken the fellowship
amongChristiansand caise divisions
in and amongchurdes. The ecet
decisims made bysome member
churches d the Lutheran Wald
Federation to approve of religious
matrimony for couples d the same
genderand to equ® such onjugd
life with mariage or to ordan non-
celibate homosexal pesons for
pastoral or episcopal office epitomize
these tendecies that are teag apat
fellowship among Chistians. We
affirm that marriage is the conjual
life betwveen a man ad a woman rad
that homosexua activity is
incompatible with the discipleship of
Christ. We believethat in following
the modern trers] churbes ae
depating from the apstolic doctrine
of human sexuality and mariage. We
see thelLutheran communion and
ecumaical effortsendangered bysuch
decisions and aicins becase they
leadto asituation where theutheran
churdes, members ofthe Lutheran

World Federation, are nat ableto fully
remgnize each othis ecclesiastical
offices, to exchange the ministries,
and to paricipat togetler in
preahing the Word and celdrating
the sacraments

“We cdl upon our luthera sisters
and brothes to unityand coopiation
basad upon the foundaion o Holy
Scriptureand loyalty to the Lutheran
Confessions. Contemporary
challenges demad afirm stand bas#
upontimeess truths and values. The
common understandinaf the Gosple
by churdes is a trasurewe @nnot
afford to lose and it nels to be passed
on to te curent and dture
geneations. Ourmission is ¢ be
faithful in that which we have
received, God’'s mecy. We ae to
serveour Lordandourneighbors thus
until weall reachunityin thefaith and
in the knowledg of the Son of God
(Ephesians  4:13),” the bishops
staement reads

Estonian General Synod
Approves Declaration

The Gaerd Synod of the Estonian
Evanglical Lutheran Church
approvel a detaraion “regardingthe

fellowship between clurches,which is
founded on the Gospel of Jesigs Christ
and ralized through acommon
witness and seice, is straind and
inhibited,” thedeclaration gates.

“The Geanerd Synod of the Estonian
Evangelical Lutheran Church delares
that the blessipor even marrigge of
people living in same-sex
relationghips isnat in accordance with
the teabing of theHoly Scripture ad
the Christian faithwWhen one chuh
officially approve such behavior, that
churd is expressing clar difference
in theunderstandingf the Christian
faith and tiurch doctrine. This impairs
theimplementation of altar-and-pulpit
fellowship beween churches.

“Faithfulness to God and to God’s
Word demands of us that weead,
proclam andfollow onlythat teabing
which our Lord hes entruged to his
Church sohat all people be sagteand
come to the knowledge of the truth
(1 Timothy2:4). We laydown as fat
tha within the Lutheran Warld
Federdion, Porvoo Comunion and
Community of Protestant Chuches in
Europe thee fails to be a common
stand in relationto homosexal
behavior We call uponhe chuches

stance of churches on homosexual that have unilateally changd the up

behavior and fdlowship between
churdes” on Mv. 25.

“Church fellowship grows out of a
common faith and is feectal in a

until now held practice or are
considering making swch chamges to
return to solid foundation of God's
Word and we pray tha theHoly Sprit
guide us into dl the truth (Jdhn

common understanding of doctrine.16:13),” thedeclaration dates.

This means that churches in

fellowship with one another do not The statementdy the Baltic Church

make deisions regading the
historical eading and pratice of the
churdh without reaching consensus
with one anothewvithin the leel of
the orcganization binding togtherthe
churdh bodies. Oterwise, the

Leades and bythe GeneraSynod are
availableat www.eslk.edendish.php.

The Lutheran World Fedeation has
140 memberlwrche in 79 ountries
worldwide.
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Lutheran CORE Steering Committee announcement
of new church body, future work of Lutheran CORE

“Hope does not disappoint us,
because God's love has been poured
into our heartsthroughtheHoly Spirit
that has been given to us.”

— Romans 5:5

Dear Brothers and Sisersin Christ,

The pa&t couple mnths since the
ELCA Churchwide Asembly and
Lutheran CORE'sConvocation have
filled us with a strongerse of hope.
The Sprit hasstirred yp aremarkable
outpouringof adivity by traditional
Lutherans across the country.
Cormgregations are entring ind
discernment processes to determine
their own future courses.

Congegations and individuals are

refocusing their benevolenceiging on
faithful ministries. New loal and
regonal renewal movements arbeing
formed dmost weekly. Justthis past
week, we welcomed six new regnal
affiliates of Lutheman CORE, from
Florida lllinois, North Carolina,
Texas, Virgnia and the Southeaste
US, as well as the Union of Oromo

Evanglical Churtes and the Seven

Marks goup of pastars.

It is now clearthat a vey substantial
portion of the ELCA cannot and will

not accept the decisions of the
Chuchwide Assanbly this past
summer. Alongwith the WordAlone
Netwok and our othe renewd

movement paners, wein Lutheran

CORE are noviard atwork planning
pathway forward for faithful

Lutherans, both for hose who deide
to stay in and those who decide to

leavethe ELCA. This letter desidbes
some reent sigificant deisions
about thosefuture pahways.

The Lutheran CORE Corvocation in
Fishes, Indiana, voted to tresform
our ministry into a free-stamling
synod, operéing gart from any
Lutheran church body This free
standing synod will save as a
coalition ofthosewho chooséo leave
and those who cdhoos to reman
within the EICA. It will include
congregations, reform movements
individual pastas and laypersons,
synods, and schools,dm acpss the
USA and hopefully Canada as well. It
will cary out may synodical
functionsandwill servein partnership
with ahe reform movements In this
manneyLutheran COREwill continue
to be a confessing and confessional
movement thatsi open to all fahful
Lutherans

Many of our membas and friends,
bath congregations and individuds,

will stay in the ELCA, at least fothe
time beng. For them, the free-
standing synod will provide a
fellowship or community of traditional
Lutherans and an orgng @wnnection
to orthodox Lutherans who leave the
ELCA. It will also provide, & a
savice to its member ongregations,

faithful synodical funtions sich as
missions and evangelism sipport,

assistancein the call proess and
resouces br theologcal education,
congegational teahing and worship.

It has dso becomeclear over the past
few months that many faithful
congregations will certainlyleavethe
ELCA as a esult of the ECA’s
depature from Biblical teachings.
Sone of thosecongregationswill j oin
Luthean Cangregationsin Mission for
Christ (LCMC), an association of

Lutheran congregations formed in

2001, which weview & a valud

partneg in mission. Other
congregations, however, have cometo

us askingus toform a dwrch body
with a more tradional denomination
structureand scope

As a result oftheseconvesations and
requests, and &tr much payer and

ddiberation, the Lutheran CCORE

Steering Committee has decided to

explore the formi@gon of a new
Lutheran church body in  North

America. We do this in sewice to

those congegations whawish to leave
the ELCA, and perhps also for
congregations wlo might wish to

leavethe Evanglicd LutheranChurch

in Canada (ECIC) as a esult of
similar issues ithatchurd body, and
to advane the mision of Christ by
planting new churches across North

America.

This nev churdh would have a
confession of faith and aonstitution.
It would have the competence to
examine ad ordain dergy, and a
discipline proess for ongegations
and clegy. It would be capable of
reaching chuch-to-curch elation-
ships. ts constitutbon would provide
for the election of officers and it
would be @vernal bya reoresatative
assembly of delegtes. The new
churdh would provide for dual
membership forcongegations and
ordaned ministers. It would invite
other Lutheran churches andentities to
paticipatein shared ministry. It would
utilize resources for ministry from
already-existing paa-churdcx move-

Continued on Page 8
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Articles to help congregations in benevolence decisions

Many congregations are choosing to
redire¢ berevolence gving avayfrom
the ELCA churdwide orgnization
becaise of the blical and theologgal
crisisin the ELCA highlighted bythe
sexudity actions by the 2009 ELCA
Churchwide Assembly.

Most congegations make desions

about ther berevolence giving as a

part of thé& budget pracess and at
their annubmeeting.

Severaresoures ae avdable on the
Luthean CORE webdte to assbt

congregations in considering ways to
be fathful stewads in this ime of
Biblical and theological crisis

Z “Redirecing BerevdencesCan Be
a Time forGrowth inMission” — A
Process forMaking Dedsions on
Congregatonal Benevolernce Giving.

Z “A Teading Statemet on Faithful
Stewadship and the Redicdon of
Cormgregationd Benevolence.” This is
a reproducible shet which aldresse
the basidefinitionof stewadship and
our cdling from God to make

responsiblelecisionsn theuse of the
resaurces CGod has entruged tous

Z “Everything | Leaned About the
Rediretion of Financal Support, |
learned from the ELCA.” An article
which noteshe ELCA’slong-standing
teading encouraing the redireting
of finandal support.

“The guestion for faithful stewards is
not whether we ae requirad to give

but to what we will give,” writes the
Rev. Steven King auhor of the
second two resaurces.

Lutheran CORE Steering Committee announcement

Continued from Page 7

ments and from the WordAlone
Network, and would devep other
resouces as needd. We intend for
this new churk to be complementg
to theministry and mission of LCMC.

The nev Lutheran church bodyand
the free-standing Luthean CORE

synod would cooperate closely in

ministry and mssion. Spedal atention

will be gven to the calling and
mobility process, resources for

ministry, loca and global missins,

and strengthening a sense of
community andwitness b the Gospel.

The nev Lutheran churd body and
the freestandingsynod will also seek
to develop close rdationships with

other utheran churdies and mtities

— paticularly with LCMC, and dso

with others irluding the ELCA, the
ELCIC, andtheLCMS.

One thing we want to lift up clearly.
We are seeking to do something that
has prove difficult in other

denominations mantain tangibke

unity and organic relationships
between those who leave and those

whostayin theELCA. Forthis reason
we ae forming both a new lgurch

body ard a freestandingsynod, and
both areessential a our vision of
continued féowship and common
ministry. Please join us in making a

commitment to this impartant god.

We have saked our Vision and
Planning WorkingGroup to deviep
narrative designs fahe new lutheran
chuch and for thecontinuation of
Lutheran CORE’s minigsty as a free-

standingsynod. Those designs will be

published for review and comment in
February 2010. Afterthat, constitution
task fores will prepae aconstitution
for the nev church as wd as

to implement the fre-standingsynod,
for adoption at th2010 Convocation
of Lutheran COREonAugug 26-27 in
Columbus, Ohio.

In all thatwe do, wereman in prayer

and seeko discern the W of God.
Likewise, pleae kee us amd the
members othe Vision and Planing
team in yur praers. Tha team
includes réred Bishops Paull Bring
and Ron Waren, Pastas Davd
Glesre, Dan Sdébo, Michael Tavella
and Cathi Braasch, Mrs. Carolyn
Nestingen and Mr. Ryan Scwarz.
Please fel free to ead out to anyof
them, orany of us with your thoughts
and sugesions. Contact information

is available on our wdsite,
www.|utherancore.org.
We grieve tha it has become

necesaryfor so many to leave the
ELCA and forso manyothersto alter

their rdationship withthe ELCA, but

we ae hartenedbytheclea sense of
mission and ministry tha is

mativatingthese bangs. As wenove

forward, let us w& humbly as we
sek to follow thepah tha Godhas in

stare for us.

In His service
Lutheran CORE S¢eing Committee
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‘Seeking New Directions for Lutheranism’ is theme
of 2010 Lutheran CORE free theological conference

“Seeking New Directions for
Lutheranism: Biblical, Theologcal,
and Churchly Perspetives” is the
themeof a freetheologcal conerence
Aug. 24-26 at Uppe Arlington
Lutheran Church in Cdumbus, Ohio.
The onferencewill precale Lutheran
CORE’s 2010 Convocation.

This freeconfeene for all Lutherans

is sponsored biutheran CORE — a
coalition of congegations reform

movements, and indivigdl pastors
andlay people, calli ngfor faithfulness
to the authorityf the HolyScriptures
as thewritten Word of God ad to the
Confessional Witings ofthe Lutheran

Reformadion.

On Sept. 29, 2009, at FiglseInd.,
Lutheram CORE adopted a
constitution hat named itséla free
standingsynod. This historic event
was,in part, a potest of the dasions
of theEvangelical Lutheran Church in
America on human seiality and
ministry policies that contrdict what
the ore, holy, cahdlic, and apostdic
Church has confessed down through
the centuries and eross 4 cultures.

However, the fact that the ELCA is
now willing to adan persons in
sane-sex reationships isony thetip
of the icdoerg Thereis a dep and
pervasive undelying problem: a
culture-conforming theology, dien to
the classidaChristian tradition, that
has nvaded mpr sectos of the
ELCA.

This theological conference will
redfirm the orgina am of
Lutheranism to be a miming
movement within the whole Church,

that is both evarglical in praching
and orthodox in doctrineEad of the
presaters will focus on aparticula
article of faith at risk in Lutheranism
today and spell out wha we confess
on the basis oHoly Scripture, the
ancient Creeds, &d the Lutheran
Confessions, oanizers explained.

All Lutherans in North Ameria ae
invited to come togtherto redaim the
great tradition tha witnesses faithfully
to Jesus @rist, builds hs churd on
eath, and protaims the gspel of
sdvation tothendions

Immediatelyfollowing the theologal
confaene (Aug. 26-27) lutheran
CORE will gathe for a Convocton
that will consider newways for
Lutheran Christians to witnesfaith-

fully to Jesus Christ and his Gospel.

The raistrationfeeis $95 per peson.
A Wednesdayight banquet faturing
the Rev. Dr. James A. Ntngen is an
additional$35to mverthecostof the
meal. Regstration inbrmationwill be
available at www.lutherancore.org in
February.

Presentations include:

Lutheranism atthe Crossmads
Theological Imperatives
for the Future
The Rev. DrCarl E. Baaen

The Unresolved Problem
of Authority Between the Tiras
The Rev. DrPaul R. Hinlcky

The Authority and Interpretation
of the Bible in the Church
The Rev. Dr Stephen .JHultgren

Renewing he Moral Mision
for Lutheranism
Dr. Robet Benne

SpeakingTo, Of, andFor
the Triune God
The Rev. DrRobert W. énson

You Camot Be the Chuch of
Christ without Christ
The Rev. Dr Steven D. Paulson

Mission Renewal:
Gospel Roots wit Global Reach
The Rev. DrPaul V. Martinson

What Does All This Mean
for Our Future?
Audience Response
Led byRyan Schwez
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Unintended Effects
How the ELCA’s Aim for Unity Fractured the Church

By Dr. Rdbert Benne

In its 2009 Churchwide Assenbly in
August the BEvangelical Lutheran
Church took the nobmentous stepto
allow for the blesing of gay and
lesban unions as well as for the
ordination of gays ard lesbians in
parineredrelationships.lt was he first
major confessiond church to take
those steps.

In anticipation of mudh disagreement
abaut its decsions, the church stuck
what it thoughtwas acompromise so
that we cald “journey together
faithfully” even thoudh there was no
conensus on these issus. The
insgrument br compromise was the
“bound-conscience” doctrine.
Redizing that we now had no
authaitative tee@hing onhomosexal
conduct, the Sexuality Task Force
proposed and the Assenbly ageed
that all of us resgct eab other's
“bound-conscierce” on these matters
as we went about the life of our
church. Also, since the official line of
the church was hat theseisswes were
not church-dividing aryway, we cauld
live with sich a saftement. (It was
unexplained whythe ELCA shauld be
immune tothe church-dividing nature
of thes isstes whenmany churches in
America am in the world were
experiencing painful divisions ower
them. Indeed, theleaders of theELCA
mistakenly projected ther own
assessment on the church at large.)

Well, a funny thing happened on the
way to the forum. Since there is now
noauthoritativeteachingand since we
can daim “boundeonsience” on
whatewer teading we prefer, this
mears that eachparishand ultimately

each ndividual has b decide which
teachingis normatveforthem. In one
fell swoop the assembly turned the
ELCA into a collection of
congregations andindividuals.

What has hapered isthat he coflict
thatthe asmbly could notor would
not sdve has keenratcheteddown to
each pash and finally to each
individual. The “compromise” has
became the occasion for some hard
fighting. Same churches are leaving
the ELCA out of ther “bourd
conscience” Each atempt to leave —
even when successfl — creaes
enamous tensionand corflict. Even
churches who had preparedtheir laity
for thecrisisstill have many members
who bdieved that, in spite of al, the
congegation should remain in the
ELCA.

Other churches ae withholding their
berevdence noney from the ragional
Synod and the BL.CA in response to
the ELCA decisons. This, too, creaes
conflict beeween the membes who
agree with thelocal leaders’ decisions
andthoswho bdievetheparish ought
to suppat the ELCA in spite of or
because of its decisions. Those same
churches ae often taking time to
decidewhetherto leaveor sty, which
extend the dfficulties. Still other
churches ae taking milder acions:
articulaingwherethey standon these
maters and often providing options
for members to divert their
benevolence monies into their
prefered causes.One church has
contrived a“bourd- conscience” fund
for those who want to keep their
benevolence away from the ELCA.
(The assembly certainly did not
anticipate this se d the dctrine!)

The sacalled compromisealso presses
individudsto decidewherethey stand,
which congregation they want to
belong to, as well as where they want
their pledges to go. So a game of
musdcal chairs is going on among
marny laity as tlkey try to match their
corvictions with that of a paricular
congregdion. A goodly number
movedto ather denominational chairs
when the mnusic st@ped in Augud.

Others mowd to Lutheran
congegations that fit their “bourd
con<ience.” Many are ill in a

quandary about what to do. This
“church shopping” presss chuches to
decidewherethey stand, which also
causes tension.

In the #fce of this widespead
fracturing,asmall portion of churches
have embraced the decisions of the
ELCA and are noving quickly toward
openly blessinggay andlesbian unions
and callingordained gays andlesbians
in partnered relationships. Same of
thosepalishes havebeean engagng in
those praticesfor along time; otrers
now have dficial permission to
exercise their “bourd congience” by
adgtingthem Laypersonsin the htter
group who disagree with this agenda
no doubt depart for other more
“orthodox” churches.

A far larger numbe of churches —
perhaps even the mjority of parishes
in the ELCA — try to duck the
chadlenge. Ther pastors or laypersons
say: “this is not an issue in our
parish,” which can mean anumbe of
things. It can men tha the pator
andor the majority inthechurch agee
with the cecisians o the BELCA but are

Continued on Page 11
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ELCA worship resources offer prayer to ‘Mother’ God

Worship resource also highlght the
Biblical and hedogical ciisis in the

ELCA. One ofthe gals of Lutheran

CORE is tomsist uporthepriority of

therevealel Name ofGod as Bther

Son, and HolySgrit in worship and
educdional materials prodwd byand
for the dwrch.

The ELCA publishing house is
recoommending a prayer aldressing

God as “Mothe” in worship materials

for SundayDec 27. The prger is one
of the Prayers of Interessionin the

Sundays and Seasons worship

planning resouce wdely used by
ELCA pastors and igncluded in the
“Celebrate” bulletin insert usedby

many ELCA congregations

The andent Latin phraselLex orandi,
lex credendi —which meansthe law

of prayer is the law of bdief” — is
taught to pastas and other worshp
plannes as a eminder of the
relaionship betwea worship and the
faith of Gods people.This important
principle is ®metimes translatedAs
we worship, s0 we believe” It
highlights the importance of language
used in worship and is a reminder of
the sigiificance of theBiblical and
theologcal crisis in the ELCA.

How the ELCA’s Aim for Unity Fractured the Church

Continued from Page 10

nat going to m&ke abig thing about it.

They will face the issues when the

come up. tican &0 mean that the
issue is not irportant enouly to ge

pradice and intentionallydistance
themselves tim the workings of the
ELCA.

It is understandale why churdes
want to duck theissue, but Isuspect in

steamed u@bout, which follows the thelongruntheywill not be able to do
ELCA lead byiewingthese issues as so. Laity are slowly awakening to

non-church dividing. These
congeaations, too, will facehe issue
when theyhave to. h either ase,
pastors and igersos who are
disturbed by thechanges in theELCA
have todedde whether they can “go
aong to get abng” in those
corgregations. Same will keep quiet,
othes will protest or leave The
largest numberof congegations for
whom “this is not an issue” more
likely hope that this will nat become
an issue beuse i could indeed be
churd- dividing. Thee cogregations
are Lmetimes in a fragile enough
condiion that a controwsy over
sexudlity issues may well spell the
doom of the pash. If theytake eclea
paosition pro or con on the Assenbly
decisions thy will lose people. And
theycannotaffordthat.Other paishes
aredoing pretty well anddon’t want to
upset he applecat by introducing
controversial issues. These ra
genenlly orthodbx in teachingand

what is hgpening and will raise
inconvenient qu&tions about the
diredion of the ongegation, syod,
and thenational churchd which they
bdong. Besides, they might bedirectly
confronted wth pairs askingto be
blessal. Then they won’t be able to
duck.

Given this acount, at least two
insightsare relevant:

First, it is easy to ympahize wth
orthodox individuals and
congegations who arestrugyling
about what to do. Tlyadidn’t ask for
this. Therebre, it is important for the
time beng to respet the various
decisions that arbeingmade ly the
orthodox Ead parish situation and
each individua situation is different.
Sone paishes andindividuals smply
cannot leave a this time But as the
full consequaces of the chuch’s

concete — tanges in the teghing
materids, the rites and the
composgtion of the clergy, the pah
ahea maybecomecleaer. As goups
such as ta Lutheran Coalition for
Renewa (Lutheran CORE) and
Lutheran Churches in Mison for
Christ (LCMC) become more viable
ecdesialbodiesthan the EICA itself,
the inclination to leave nyabe more
intense.

Second, the dil-out revals the
foolhardiness d changing doctrine and
pradice before thee ae wmpelling
biblical andtheolodcal arguments for
doing so. h deciding it had no
authoritative teachingn homosenal
conduct, the chulc tossed the
problem to congregations and
individuals to decide for thansdves,
which is a surdire formula fr
conflict. The authorities inthe ELCA
were waned repetedly tha this
maneuvewouldlead to therfaduring
of thechurch. That is precisdy what is
happening.

Dr. Robert Benne is director of the
Center for Religion and Society at
Roanoke College in Salem, Va. Heis
a member of the Lutheran CORE

decisions become more visible andAdvisory Council.
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A view from the back row of the ELCA Church Council meeting

By Pasta Erma Wof
Lutheran CORE Steering Committee

The meéng ofthe Church Council of
the ELCA tha took placein early
November2009was inportant as the
first meeting snce the August
Churchwide Asembly It was & that
assemblyhat a numbesf momentous
decisions wer reachel, including the
decisions rgardng thepossibilty of
blessing ad rosteringLGBT persons
in publicly acountable lifelong
sane-gender relationships. The fall
meeting of theChurch Council was
when that bodywould deal with the
first necessary discussions and
decisions coming out of the assembly,
as wdl as make deisions regrding
the proposed 2010 budgéor the
ELCA. While the coundl dealt with
same other matters in addition to
these, inded the discussio of the
proposedevision ofroster@ ministy
policies and théecision on chaging
the policyregardingreinstatemet of
rostered ministers took up the lion’s
share of the ouncil’s attentdn,
alongside of thebudget decisions.

The Budget. ELCA Presiding Bshop
Mark Harson reerred to the pain of
revisingthe chuchwide aganization’s
2010 budget in his opening report to
the council. This revision would
require diminating 40.75 postions in
the churchwide stdf, and those
persons hadbeen informed o this in
the week just bdore the coundl met.
The neessityof revising down the
budget was gident with the repdr
thatincomefrom the synodswas and
would be fdling. Thee wereseveal
concens,especially about minimiing
the impact on the resion of the
ELCA, and at ths point the 2010
budget does not make cuts in the
number of missionargeor on mission

stats. (It was clearly nated that those

areas had seen autsin the2009budget,

andif thelevel of giving continued to
fall in 2010thatmore awits might neé

to be mad afeding those ea as
well.) Altogetherthe countit cut the
2010 spending plan by 10 percent.

In looking at the causes of this fall in

the revernue stremn, Bishop Hanson
named threthings: a30-yeartrend of
decline in the ELCA (and its

predecssor bodies); the oogg

world-wide recesson; and those

congregations and individuads

redirecting and withholding d@inds
from the EICA in protest over the
decisions of the August Churchwide

Assambly. Hanson warned against

likeeminded goups retreating to

endaves n which they increasingly

spoke onlywith those theyageeal

with, and noengagng with the rest of
those in the ECA on matters that
were in contention.

Draft Revision of Ministry Policies.
The big news is hat the Church
Council ageda with the requst from
the Confeenceof Bishops that more
time wasneedé for discussion of the
language and poposals for the
revisions d thesepdicies. The vote
to refe corsiderdion of revisions of
the mnistry policiesto the April 2010
meetingof the Chuch Council was
adopted unamously

However, thee was @nsiderable
discussion of these propose revisions,
both in a “quascommitee of the
whole” discussion which the coundl
conducté on Saturdayafternoon, and
in the repar given to the couni¢ by
the Rev. Stan (son, DOrector of the
Unit of Vocaion and Edudaon,
ELCA Secre¢aryDavid Swatling, and
a represatative of theConferenceof

Bishops. (One of the drawbacks to
sitting on the back row a these
meeting is that often oneaminot see
who is speaking In this case, Was
not alwaableto deectwhich bishop
was aldressng the coundl.) Both
Olson and Swartlingcauticned the
council membes (onethird of whom
are newly eleded to thei positions
since August) to be very careful bath
of language in the documents and in
the decisions of the assembly.

Most strikingto this observer we the
repated reminders of aat the atons
of the Churbwide Assemblydid not
do: “It does ot resdve the diversity
of opinion aout honosexudity; it
does not sato thechurd, ‘this is the
position of thechurd.,” sad Olson.
Raher, Olsan reminded the coundl,
there are four postions that can be
faithfully heldin theELCA, and cee
must be exercised not to stinat one
position s the normative position and
that the others ra the dissenting
positions. This warningwas r@eate
a number of times, not only by Olson
but alsdoy seveal of thebishops there
as liaisonbetwea the Confeznceof
Bishops and the Church Council.
Bishop Michael Burke of the
Southeastdwa Syod reminded the
council that the nely passed saal
statemenbn human sexualitgid not
sd mariage and publicly accountable
life-long monoganous same-@nder
relaionships (PAIMS) sidebyside as
equivalent to onerether.

A long discussion occued with the
council membes pressing on the
precise meaning of “publicly
acountable.” Bth the bishps and
the staffmembersemaked that thex
neede tobe consisterand conguent

Continued on Page 13
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Lutheran CORE gathering in Ohio

A Lutheran CORE aea géheing in
Mansield, Ohio, SaturdgyDec 5,
drew 545 peoplerbm more than 160
Lutheran congregations

The conference, hoged by First
Endish Lutheran Church of
Mansfield, was titled “How The
Shall WeLive? The Re-Configration
of the Lutheram Church — A
Confereice br ELCA Lutheras
Living in aPost-Minneapolis Wrld.”

Spekersincuded the Rev. Kenneth
Sauer, Bishop Emeritus of the
Southern Ohio Syd and former
Chair of the EICA Confeence of
Bishops, the Rev. Mak Chavez,
diredor of Lutheran CORE; the Rev.
William Sullivan of Lutheran
Conrgregations in Misgon for Christ;
and the Rev. Paul Ulring dbpper
Arlington Lutheran Church in
Columbus, Ohio, and membeof the
Lutheran CORE Steing Committee.

CDs and DVD®f the conérence mg
be ordered from FHrst English
Lutheran Church. An order form is
availabe & www.felc-marsfi eld.org.

Call to Faithfulness, the Lutheran
CORE-affliated rebrm goup in the
Northeatern bwa Syod, hosted the
“Faithful Voices”Conference Nov. 21
a St Pete Lutheran Clurch in
Greene, bwa.

More than 125 laityand pastorsrém
38 congegations and foursynods
gathered to be encouraged by thar
mutual faith in Christ and to organize
to renev and efom the Church.

The Rev. Cari Johnson, one of the
threedissenting voiceonthe ELCA’s
Sewiality Task Frce broudit the
keynote for the day. The Revs.
Marshdl Hahn, Jhson Cooper, &n
Kimball and Gay Hatche spole on
behalf of Call to Fathfulness about

draws 545 people

concete wgs that congrgations can
make adifference

Audio of the preentations maybe
downloaded fom their interne site,
http://calltofaithfulness.wordpress.com.

“Bound to Confess and Resist” was
thetitle of the WordAlone Network
fall theological conerence Nov. 15-17
at Roseille Lutheran Church in
Roseville, Minn. More than 300
people &ended.

Speakes included Profesors Mark
Granquist, Hans Hillerbmad, James
Nestingn, Steven Paulson, Hans
Schwae, and larry Yoder.

DVDs of the conference are available
from the WbrdAlone Network. An
order form is avdable online at
www.wordalone.ag. The text of
presatations is also\ailable at the
website under “Meetirgand Events.”

A view from the back row of the ELCA Church Council meeting

Continued from Page 12

language on this, but the difficulty in
devising a precise ddinition tha bath
upheld the socid statement’s
definiion of marrage as bmg
betwe@ a manand a vemanand gave

The council did voteon making ;e
chang, with the appval of the
Corterence of Bishops. This was to
vote to approvethe new policyon
reinstatement to the rostea of those
who hed left or been remwed lely
becaise of beng in a same-gnder

definite guidelines to such entities as relationship. This new policy would
synod committees, bishops, and the make & exceptionto the curent

Board of Pensions was regnized by
evelyone in the room The
overnwhelming sase coming out of
the mgority of the coundl membes,
however, was that this was too
important to ush; thg needd to take
the time to gt this right, even if it
meant thatimplemerting the dedsions
of theassenbly would take more time
than angne had initiallyanticipated.

policy, and allow awo-yearwindow
in which hosein tha situation could
make @plication to a syodical bishop
for reinstatement. That window would
be the pars of 2010 ad 2011. The
process will not be ableto be
concluded until the Chuch Cauncil
votes on the mposed reisions on

of renstatement is lengthy, it was felt
that this move could be madew as
a sigh of the willingness to move on
thesemdters.

Sitting on theback pw and obsaring
the meetings d the Chuch Cauncil
givesone a uniqueerspetive. Thee
was great give and take during these
sessons, as thecoundl grappled with
the complexites of the task befer
them. lam looking brwad to being
on the back row when the council
meets agin, in the springf 2010.

Pastor Erma Wolf of Brandon, SD.,
attends the ELCA Church Council

ministry policies, now scheduled for meetingson behalf of Lutheran CORE

thespringof 2010. But &s the process

both to observe and to be a resource.
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Manhattan Declaration addresses marriage, sanctity of life

A group of prominent Christian clergy,

ministry leades,and scholars released
the “Manhatan Dedaration” Nov. 20

addessng the aanctty of life,

traditiond marmriage, and religious
liberty.

The 4700-word declaraton was
drafted by Dr. Robert George, Dr.
Timothy George, and Chudk Colson.
It wasoriginally signedby more than
150 Orthodox, Catholic and
evangelical Christian leaders. More
than 285,000 people have adled their
namesto the list of signers according
to an online tally.

Following are excerpts of the
declaration which is available online
at www.manhattandeclaration.org.

Z While hewhole scge d Christian
moral concem, including a specal
concem for the poor and winerabg,
claims aur attertion, we are esecially
troubled that in our nation today the
lives of the unbom, the disabled, and
the elderly are severely threatened;
that theingitutionof mariage, already
buffeted by promiscuity, infiddity and
divorce, is in jeopady of beng
redefinedto acommodate fastionable
ideologies; that freedom of religion
and the rights of conscierce are
gravdy jeopadized by thos who
would use theinstruments of coercion
to compel peasons o faith to
compromise heirdegest corvictions.

Z Vast human experience confirms
that marrage is the aiginal and nost
impottantingitutionfor sustainingthe
health, education, and welfare d all
persons in a ociety. Where marriage
is hmored, and where there is a
flourishingmarriage culture, everyone
berefits — the smuses hemseles,
their children, the communties and
societies in which they live. Where

the mamiage culure begns to eode,
social pahologies d every sot
guickly manifestthenseles.

Z The impulseto redefine marriage in
order to recognize same-sex and
multiple patner lationships B a
symptom, rather than the cause, of the
erosion of the marriage culture. It
reflects aloss of understanding of the
mearing of marriage & embodied in
our civil and religiouslaw and in the
philosophical tradition that
contributed to shaping thelaw. Yet it
is critical that theimpulse beresisted,
for vyielding to it would mean
abandoringthepossibility of restoring
a sound understanding of marriage
and, with it, the hope of rehuilding a
healhy mamriage culure.lt would lock
into place the false ard destructive
bdief that mariage is al about
romanceandother adilt satsfacions,
and not, in any intrinsc way, about
procreaiton andthe urique chaacter
and value of acts and relationships
whose nearing is shaped by their
aptness for the generation, promoton
and protection of life. In spousal
commurionandthe rearingof children
(who, as gifts of God, are the fuit of
ther parentss maital love), we
discover the profoundreasonsfor and
benefits of the marriage coenarnt.

Z The truth is tha mariage is not
someting abstract or neutral that the
law may legitimatdy define and
re-ddine to please those who are
powerful and infuertial. No one has a
civil right to have a nea-marital
relationship treatd as amariage.
Marriage is an objective reality — a
covenantal union of husband and wife
— that it is the duty of the law to
recognize and suppat for the sake of
justice amd the common good. If it
fails to do so, genuine social harms
follow.

Z Because we honor jugtice and the
common good, we will not comply
with anyedictthatpurportsto campel
our institutions to participate in
abortions, embryo-destructive
research, asssted suicide and
euthanasia, or ag other arti-life act;
nor will we bend to ary rule
purportingto forceus to blessmmoral
sexwal parnerships, treat them as
marriagesor the equivalent, or refrain
from proclaiming the truth, as we
know it, about morality and
immorality and mariage and the
family. We will fully and ungrudgingly
render to Caesar what is Caesar’s. But
under no cicumstanceswill we render
to Caesamwhat is God's.
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