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Lutheran CORE leaders announce that a new Lutheran
church body will be formed for those leaving the ELCA
Lutheran CORE will continue as an association for all Lutherans

Leaders of Lutheran CORE (Coalition
for Renewal) voted Nov. 17 to begin
work on a proposal for a new Lutheran
church body for those who choose to
leave the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America.

The votes by the ELCA Churchwide
Assembly in August to allow pastors
to be in committed same-sex
relationships have created a biblical
and theological crisis throughout the
ELCA and have generated confl ict in
local congregations. Many congrega-
tions and individuals are considering
the possibility of leaving the ELCA or
have chosen to redirect giving away
from the national church organization.

More than 1,200 Lutherans gathered in
Fishers, Ind., Sept. 25-26 unanimously
voted to authorize the Lutheran CORE
Steering Committee “ to initiate
conversations among the congre-
gations and reform movements in
Lutheran CORE and other compatible
churchly organizations leading toward
a possible reconfiguration of North
American Lutheranism” and to bring a
recommendation for action in 2010.
The Lutheran CORE Steering
Committee decided Nov. 17 that a
new church body likely will be
necessary and directed that work begin
on a church body proposal.

“Many ELCA members and congrega-
tions have said that they want to sever

ties with the ELCA because of the
ELCA’s continued movement away
from traditional Christian teachings.
The vote on sexuality opened the eyes
of many to how far the ELCA has
moved from Biblical teaching,”  said
the Rev. Paull Spring of State College,
Pa., Lutheran CORE chair.

“Along with our other renewal
movement partners, Lutheran CORE
will aid in the formation of a Lutheran
church body for those congregations
and individuals that choose to end
their aff ili ation with the ELCA. This
church body wil l stand where
Lutherans have always stood and will
center its life on the mission of the
Church to spread the Gospel of Jesus
Christ,” said Spring, the retired bishop
of the Northwestern Pennsylvania
Synod.

A special working group will draft the
church body proposal in consultation
with the WordAlone Network and the
other reform movement partners of
Lutheran CORE. The recommend-
ations are to be released in February to
allow interested individuals and
congregations time for feedback. Final
proposals will be brought to the
Lutheran CORE Convocation in
Columbus, Ohio, Aug. 26-27.

The working group will also bring
recommendations for the continuation
of Lutheran CORE as a free-standing

synod that will serve both Lutherans in
the ELCA and those in other church
bodies. 

This working group will be in
conversation with other Lutheran
church bodies about ways to work
together. Lutheran CORE has been in
conversat ion with Lutheran
Congregations in Mission for Christ
(LCMC), an association of Lutheran
congregations which many ELCA
congregations have joined. Lutheran
CORE will continue to work closely
with LCMC. The proposed new
church body is intended to provide a
place for congregations that desire a
more traditional denominational
structure.

“We have not made any firm decisions
about what this church body will be or
how it will  be structured. That reality
will come into focus as the working
group meets with the members of
Lutheran CORE who are looking for a
new church body and with other
Lutheran church bodies and reform
movements in North America,”
explained Ryan Schwarz of
Washington, D.C., a member of the
Lutheran CORE Steering Committee,
who chairs the working group.

Other members of the Vision and
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L-CORE to continue as free-standing synod for all Lutherans
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Planning Working Group are:
Carolyn Nestingen, Dallas, Ore.; and
the Revs.  Cathi Braasch, Smithfield,
Neb.; Mark Chavez, Landisville, Pa.;
Dan Selbo, San Jose, Calif .; David
Glesne, Fridley, Minn.; Ron Warren,
Grove City, Ohio;  Paull Spring, State
College, Pa.; and Mike Tavella,
Abington, Pa. 

Lutheran CORE to continue
as free-standing synod

Lutheran CORE will  continue to exist
as a free-standing synod. Both those
within the ELCA and in this new
church body will be able to continue
in fellowship through Lutheran
CORE.

“L utheran CORE is committed to be a
church fellowship for Lutherans who
are committed to the teaching of
Scripture — both those who choose to
remain affiliated with the ELCA and
those who choose to end their

affiliation with the ELCA,” Spring
said.

“ It is important that those who want to
uphold Bibl ical teaching work
together. We need each other. To be
an effective witness, Lutherans —
both those who remain aff ili ated with
the ELCA and those who end that
affiliation — need to work together.
Lutheran CORE hopes to continue to
provide that church fellowship and
serve that common mission,” he
added.

“This new church body and the
Lutheran CORE free-standing synod
will make it possible for faithful
congregations to work together in
mission and to relate to other
Lutherans worldwide,” Schwarz said.
“L utherans around the world have
been scandalized by the ELCA’s
actions. Lutheran CORE will work
closely with Lutherans around the
world who share our commitment to
Scripture as it has been understood by
generations of Christians.”

“We are not leaving the ELCA. The
ELCA has left us. Lutheran CORE is
continuing in the Christian faith as it
has been passed down to us by
generations of Christians. The ELCA
is the one that has departed from the
teaching of the Bible as understood by
Christians for 2,000 years,” Spring
said. 

“The division in the ELCA is not
really about sex. It is about the
authority of Scripture in the life of the
church. The crisis in the ELCA is a
direct result of the actions of the 2009
ELCA Churchwide Assembly,” he
added.

“We grieve that it has become
necessary for so many to leave the
ELCA and for so many others to alter
their relationship with the ELCA, but
we are heartened by the clear sense of
mission and ministry that is
motivating these changes,” the
Lutheran CORE Steering Committee
said in a letter to members of Lutheran
CORE announcing the decision.

Lutheran CORE Steering Committee meets, expands ministry

Lutheran CORE’s Steering Committee
met Nov. 17-18 in New Brighton,
Minn., to oversee Lutheran CORE’s
ongoing ministry.

Pastor Mark Chavez reported the over-
whelming response to Lutheran CORE
since the Churchwide Assembly with
new contacts coming from throughout
the United States.  Lutheran CORE
gatherings have been happening all
around the country with significant
numbers of people attending.  

New regional reform movements in
several states were formally welcomed

as members of Lutheran CORE. Also
received was the Union of Oromo
Evangelical Churches.

Reports were received about various
efforts including discussions with
leaders of the WordAlone Network,
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for
Christ, the Lighthouse Covenant, and
reform groups in Canada.  Lutheran
CORE will  continue to work closely
and cooperatively with these groups. 

Pastor Erma Wolf reported on the
November ELCA Church Council
meeting. It was decided that Lutheran

CORE would continue to have a
representative at those meetings. We
hope to also have a presence at ELCA
Conference of Bishops meetings.

Progress on legal and financial matters
for Lutheran CORE’s free-standing
synod and for the proposed new
church body was reported.

Noting the significant workload
awaiting Lutheran CORE leaders, the
Rev. Paul Ulring of Columbus, Ohio,
said: “It is because of the faithfulness
of God that we have to do these
things.”
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NE Iowa Synod repudiates ELCA sexuality decisions
and asks that synod’s ‘bound conscience’ be respected
The Northeastern Iowa Synod Council
approved two resolutions Nov. 14
responding to the 2009 ELCA Church-
wide Assembly’s votes on sexuality.

The first resolution recognizes the
“bound conscience” of the synod based
on its previous synod assembly actions.
In recent years, the synod assembly has
passed several resolutions affirming
marriage as between one man and one
woman and in opposition to proposed
changes in ELCA teaching and
standards on same-sex sexual relations.

“Recognizing the past actions of the
Northeastern Iowa Synod Assembly as
evidence of the Northeastern Iowa
Synod’s strongly-held views with
respect to the approving, call ing,
commissioning, consecrating, or
ordaining of one in a publicly
accountable, lifelong, monogamous,
same-gender relationship,” the Synod
Council determined “ that the standards
for rostered ministry as outlined in the
1990 documents, ‘ Visi on and
Expectations’  and ‘Definitions and
Guidelines for Discipline’ shall remain
in effect for the Northeastern Iowa
Synod,” the resolution states. 

The resolution, approved 10-5, also
recommends to its 2010 Synod
Assembly a continuing resolution
maintaining the ELCA standards prior
to the 2009 Churchwide Assembly.

“T he point would be to maintain a
unified ministerium within the synod
that is faithful to the witness of
Scripture for living a holy life before
the Lord. The point would also be to
present a united witness within the
synod to the whole of the ELCA in
calling upon the ELCA to repent of the
actions taken at the Churchwide
Assembly,” said the Rev. Marshall

Hahn of St. Olaf, Iowa, who presented
the resolutions. “T he point is not so
much trying to stay together with the
ELCA, but trying to stay together as a
synod.” 

“The Northeastern Iowa Synod takes
the rhetoric of the Churchwide
Assembly at its word, that the ‘bound
conscience’ of synods is to be
respected. It remains to be seen if this
wil l be the case or if the present
rumbling from Chicago will not allow
synods to have a ‘bound conscience.’”
Hahn said. “ If it does not allow a synod
to have a ‘bound conscience,’ then the
basis for the votes taken at Churchwide
are suspect, built on a fiction the ELCA
cannot or will not honor.”

Hahn is a leader in Call to Faithfulness,
one of the reform groups that comprise
Lutheran CORE.  Call to Faithfulness
has provided leadership for renewal
efforts in the synod. 

The Synod Council  also voted to
“ repudiate the decisions of the 2009
Churchwide Assembly in adopting the
social statement ‘Human Sexuali ty: Gift
and Trust’  and the four Resolutions on
Ministry Polic ies as violations of the
Confession of Faith, Chapter 2 of the
ELCA Constitution.”

The Synod Council asked the ELCA
Church Council to take the same action
and to “refuse to implement these
actions, and begin the process to
overturn these decisions at the 2011
Churchwide Assembly.”

The resolution — which was approved
8-6 with 2 abstentions — notes that the
new ELCA social statement on
sexuality acknowledges that “The
historic Christian tradition and the
Lutheran Confessions have recognized

marriage as a covenant between a man
and a woman.” However, the statement
then says that “Recognizing that this
conclusion differs from the historic
Christian tradition and the Lutheran
Confessions, some people, though not
all, in this church and within the larger
Christian community, conclude that
marriage is also the appropriate term to
use in describing similar benefits,
protection, and support for same-gender
couples entering into li felong
monogamous relationships.”

“The statement then goes on to treat
these two positions and the variants
within them as of equal validity, on the
basis of the ‘conscience-bound beliefs’
of those who hold them.”

The resolution notes that “ the
Confession of Faith of the ELCA
(Chapter 2 of the ELCA Constitution)
commits the ELCA to accept the
canonical Scriptures as the authoritative
source and norm of our proclamation,
faith and life, and to accept the
confessional writings of the Lutheran
Church as a true witness of the Gospel
and valid interpretations of the faith of
the Church.” 

“Neither the Social Statement nor the
Recommendation on Ministry Policies
present an argument based on Scripture,
the Lutheran Confessions and with the
aid of sound reason either to reject what
is admitted to be the position of the
historic Christian tradition and the
Lutheran Confessions based on
Scripture or to accept a position which
is admitted to be contrary to the historic
Christian tradition and the Lutheran
Confessions.”

The text of the resolutions is available
at the Call to Faithfulness website,
http://calltofaithfulness.wordpress.com.
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African immigrant Lutheran churches issue statement against
ELCA sexuality decisions; some are joining Lutheran CORE

Right after the 2009 ELCA Churchwide
Assembly, the national board of the
Af rican national ministries of the ELCA
gathered to explore ways of responding
to the ELCA human sexuality  decisions.
They issued a statement called “The
Af rican National Ministries Position
Statement.” The statement is available
at the Lutheran CORE website. 

In that statement the African national
churches made it clear that they are
“deeply saddened and disturbed” by the
actions of the Churchwide Assembly.
They noted how their ministries are
impacted. Many famil ies have left their
churches. In some cases, ministries wil l
be dissolved and members will join
other denominations.

In addition to the significant impact
here in the United States, their home
churches in Africa are also deeply
impacted as the name Lutheran is
globally shared and the leadership of
the ELCA is highly visible and active in
the Lutheran World Federation. 

Af ter issuing that statement, the African
national leaders shared this document
with the ELCA Presiding Bishop Mark
Hanson through a conference call . In
that call they expressed their feelings,
thoughts, and firm positions. In the
document, they have also stated that
they are determined to continue
working with people and groups that
share their conscience and convictions
for the sake of enhancing their mission
and ministry “ in this new mission and
ministry context of the ELCA.”

African national leaders were active
participants at the Lutheran CORE
Convocation in Fishers, Ind., the
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for
Christ (LCMC) gathering in Fargo,
N.D., and at the WordAlone Theolog-

ical Conference in Minneapolis. Their
participation, passion and commitment
to the mission of the Gospel have been
an inspiration to many. 

Lutheran CORE is committed to further
enhance and deepen this relationship as
we jointly explore our shared future in
the spirit of reconfiguring the orthodox
Lutheran confessional and missional
presence in North America in
partnership with churches around the
world. In that journey our African
brothers and sisters wil l have a leading
role. 

The Union of Oromo Evangelical
Churches was one of several renewal
and resistance movements welcomed
into Lutheran CORE by the Steering
Committee at its Nov. 16-17 meeting.
Some Oromo church leaders from the
Minneapolis area met with the Steering
Committee and shared their deep
commitment to the movement. They
expressed the voice of their constituent
congregations throughout the United
States, Canada, and Europe. Their
international office is  housed at Our
Redeemer Oromo Lutheran Church in
Minneapolis. 

Most of the Oromo congregations in the
ELCA are rapidly growing Lutheran
mission congregations. They are young
and tender mission communities in need
of much support, guidance and care in
all aspects. Nonetheless, they are taking
a clear stand on this issue of human
sexuality  and biblical authority because
it is non-negotiable for the sake of their
faith and evangelical witness. They are
deeply committed to stand on the Word
of God and to align themselves with
people and groups that share their
commitment to stay true to the
traditional teachings of the Christian
Church.

In addition to joining Lutheran CORE,
the Oromo churches have formed a
theological and bibli cal advisory board
to work on their own teaching
document for their churches in the
United States, Ethiopia and beyond on
matters of homosexuality and the new
ELCA ministry policies. That document
is entitled “Here We Stand.”  Following
are excerpts of their statement which is
online at www.oromogospel.org:

Statement responding to ELCA
decisions from Oromo churches

1. The people and the Government of
the United States have accepted us with
extended hands to become part of the
nation. We appreciate the hospitality we
received and experienced in this country
by church and people. We are also
grateful to the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA) for
standing with us in the process of
organizing our Oromo congregations in
several States of the United States. We
are indebted to the bishops and Mission
Directors of our respective synods,
which have helped us in so many ways.
We love our fellow brothers and sisters
in Jesus Christ with all our hearts. We
have been through many things together
with churches that hosted us and pastors
and leaders of congregations who
shared the warmth of their hearts with
us.

2. Irrespective of all these, we want to
express our disagreements with the
ELCA’ s decisions of the 2009
Churchwide Assembly regarding
homosexuali ty lif estyle. We are
saddened that the church that proclaims
the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments can err and deny what it
proclaims.

Continued on Page 5 
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Lutherans worldwide are praying for renewal of
Lutheran Church in North America on Fridays
Fridays have been designated as days
of prayer for the renewal of the
Lutheran Church in North America.
Lutherans worldwide are committing
to be a part of this prayer effort.

The Friday prayer emphasis started
with African-immigrant Lutheran
congregations in the United States.
They have engaged Lutherans in their
homelands in this effort. Now
thousands — possibly milli ons — of

Christians are praying  for the renewal
of the Lutheran Church in the United
States and Canada every Friday.

Leaders of Oromo Lutheran churches
met with the Lutheran CORE Steering
Committee Nov. 17 and told L-CORE
leaders of the worldwide prayer effort.

The Biblical and theological crisis in
the ELCA — highlighted by the
actions of the 2009 ELCA Church-

wide Assembly — is a spiritual crisis.
A spiritual crisis requires a spiritual
response which is why they are calling
Christians around the world to pray for
the church in the United States, the
Oromo church leaders explained.

Lutheran CORE’s Steering Committee
is calli ng on Lutherans worldwide to
join in this prayer emphasis. Please
encourage others in your congregation
and community to join in prayer.

Oromo church statement on ELCA sexuality actions

Continued from Page 4

3. As a member and body of
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA), we, Oromo
Evangelical Lutheran Congregations,
express our strong disagreement with
the decision of the 2009 ELCA
Churchwide Assembly adopting the
social statement, “Human Sexuality:
Gift and Trust,” that approves
same-sex unions contrary to the
Scripture and adopting a resolution to
ordain practicing homosexuals.

4. Our church leaders have been
expressing their concern and
opposi tion to Synods, synod
conventions and church-wide
assemblies about the direction the
ELCA is taking in blessing same-sex
unions, and ordaining homosexuals
contrary to God’s original creation and
the Scriptures. . . .

28. The decisions of the 2009 ELCA
Churchwide Assembly regarding
homosexual behavior have extremely
damaged our basic tenets of the

Christian faith and of the church’s
witness. For the sake of the truth of
the Word of God to prevail, the unity
in Oromo Congregations and authentic
Gospel witness, based on our belief
that the Bible is the Word of God —
inspired by the Holy Spirit and for the
sake of the true witness of faith to the
revelation of God in Jesus Christ and
the only norm and rule of faith of the
Church of Christ, which rejects
homosexual behaviors as a diversion
from God’s will  — we would like to
express our decision as follows:

a. We disagree on “Visions and
Expectations”  of August 2009 ELCA
Churchwide Assembly resolution in
relation to homosexuality.

b. We cannot in the name of “bound
conscience” accept a policy contrary
to the Scriptures.

c. We cannot accept the ministries of
any gay or lesbian persons ordained by
the ELCA or any church in our
congregations and/or at synod or
church-wide meetings.

d. We will work, consult and
collaborate with the all-Lutheran
bodies in confessional resistance as to
how we should continue our ministries
as committed Lutherans in the United
States of America.

e. We will earnestly pray for the
ELCA that it may change its current
course and come back to its original
path and save the unity of the ELCA.

29. Therefore, the Union of Oromo
Evangelical Churches (UOEC) takes a
fi rm stand based on the authoritative
Word of God that homosexuality is
sinful, and immoral. Because of
UOEC firm belief and conviction that
the Bible regards homosexual
behavior as sinful and God’s original
creation rejects same-sex unions,
UOEC would not support blessing of
same-sex unions, including ordination,
consecration or commissioning. We
believe, doing otherwise is a rejection
of God’s commandment against
same-sex conduct and God’s
heterosexual order of creation.
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Eastern European Lutherans respond to sexuality decisions

Lutheran Churches in Eastern Europe
have added their voices to those of
Lutherans worldwide who are critical
of the decisions of the 2009 ELCA
Churchwide Assembly to endorse
same-sex unions and to allow pastors
to be in same-sex sexual relationships.

The leaders of the Lutheran Churches
in Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania met
Nov. 3-4. The bishops issued a
message noting the crisis of faith and
fellowship caused by the actions of the
ELCA and the Church of Sweden in
endorsing same-sex sexual relation-
ships. These churches are all members
of the Lutheran World Federation.

“At the present time a common
witness of churches is vitally
important, therefore we express our
deepest concern about modern
tendencies that weaken the fellowship
among Christians and cause divisions
in and among churches. The recent
decisions made by some member
churches of the Lutheran World
Federation to approve of religious
matrimony for couples of the same
gender and to equate such conjugal
life with marriage or to ordain non-
celibate homosexual persons for
pastoral or episcopal office epitomize
these tendencies that are tearing apart
fellowship among Christians. We
affirm that marriage is the conjugal
life between a man and a woman and
that homosexual  acti vity is
incompatible with the discipleship of
Christ. We believe that in following
the modern trends, churches are
departing from the apostolic doctrine
of human sexuali ty and marriage. We
see the Lutheran communion and
ecumenical efforts endangered by such
decisions and actions because they
lead to a situation where the Lutheran
churches, members of the Lutheran

World Federation, are not able to fully
recognize each other’s ecclesiastical
offices, to exchange the ministries,
and to participate together in
preaching the Word and celebrating
the sacraments.

“We call upon our Lutheran sisters
and brothers to unity and cooperation
based upon the foundation of Holy
Scripture and loyalty to the Lutheran
Confessi ons.  Contemporary
challenges demand a firm stand based
upon timeless truths and values. The
common understanding of the Gospel
by churches is a treasure we cannot
afford to lose and it needs to be passed
on to the current and future
generations. Our mission is to be
faithful in that which we have
received, God’s mercy. We are to
serve our Lord and our neighbors thus
until we all reach unity in the faith and
in the knowledge of the Son of God
(Ephesians 4:13),”  the bishops’
statement reads.

Estonian General Synod
Approves Declaration

The General Synod of the Estonian
Evangelical Lutheran Church
approved a declaration “regarding the
stance of churches on homosexual
behavior and fellowship between
churches” on Nov. 25. 

“Church fellowship grows out of a
common faith and is reflected in a
common understanding of doctrine.
This means that churches in
fellowship with one another do not
make decisions regarding the
historical teaching and practice of the
church without reaching consensus
with one another within the level of
the organization binding together the
church bodies. Otherwise, the

fellowship between churches, which is
founded on the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and realized through a common
witness and service, is strained and
inhibited,”  the declaration states.

“The General Synod of the Estonian
Evangelical Lutheran Church declares
that the blessing or even marriage of
people l iv ing i n same-sex
relationships is not in accordance with
the teaching of the Holy Scripture and
the Christian faith. When one church
officially approves such behavior, that
church is expressing a clear difference
in the understanding of the Christian
faith and church doctrine. This impairs
the implementation of altar-and-pulpit
fellowship between churches.

“Faithfulness to God and to God’s
Word demands of us that we teach,
proclaim and follow only that teaching
which our Lord has entrusted to his
Church so that all people be saved and
come to the knowledge of the truth
(1 Timothy 2:4). We lay down as fact
that within the Lutheran World
Federation, Porvoo Communion and
Community of Protestant Churches in
Europe there fails to be a common
stand in relation to homosexual
behavior. We call upon the churches
that have unilaterally changed the up
until now held practice or are
considering making such changes to
return to solid foundation of God’s
Word and we pray that the Holy Spirit
guide us into all  the truth (John
16:13),”  the declaration states.

The statements by the Baltic Church
Leaders and by the General Synod are
available at www.eelk.ee/english.php.

The Lutheran World Federation has
140 member churches in 79 countries
worldwide.
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Lutheran CORE Steering Committee announcement
of new church body, future work of Lutheran CORE
“Hope does not disappoint us,
because God’s love has been poured
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
that has been given to us.” 

— Romans 5:5

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The past couple months since the
ELCA Churchwide Assembly and
Lutheran CORE's Convocation have
filled us with a strong sense of hope.
The Spirit has stirred up a remarkable
outpouring of activity by traditional
Lutherans across the country.
Congregations are entering into
discernment processes to determine
thei r  own future courses .
Congregations and individuals are
refocusing their benevolence giving on
faithful ministries. New local and
regional renewal movements are being
formed almost weekly. Just this past
week, we welcomed six new regional
affiliates of Lutheran CORE, from
Florida, Illinois, North Carolina,
Texas, Virginia and the Southeastern
US, as well  as the Union of Oromo
Evangelical Churches and the Seven
Marks group of pastors.

It is now clear that a very substantial
portion of the ELCA cannot and will
not accept the decisions of the
Churchwide Assembly this past
summer. Along with the WordAlone
Network and our other renewal
movement partners, we in Lutheran
CORE are now hard at work planning
pathways forward for faithful
Lutherans, both for those who decide
to stay in and those who decide to
leave the ELCA. This letter describes
some recent signifi cant decisions
about those future pathways.

The Lutheran CORE Convocation in
Fishers, Indiana, voted to transform
our ministry into a free-standing
synod, operating apart from any
Lutheran church body. This free-
standing synod will  serve as a
coalition of those who choose to leave
and those who choose to remain
within the ELCA. It will include
congregations, reform movements,
individual pastors and laypersons,
synods, and schools, from across the
USA and hopefully Canada as well. It
will carry out many synodical
functions and will serve in partnership
with other reform movements. In this
manner, Lutheran CORE wil l continue
to be a confessing and confessional
movement that is open to all faithful
Lutherans.

Many of our members and friends,
both congregations and individuals,
will stay in the ELCA, at least for the
time being. For them, the free-
standing synod wil l provide a
fellowship or community of traditional
Lutherans and an ongoing connection
to orthodox Lutherans who leave the
ELCA. It will  also provide, as a
service to its member congregations,
faithful synodical functions such as
missions and evangelism support,
assistance in the call process, and
resources for theological education,
congregational teaching and worship.

It has also become clear over the past
few months that many faithful
congregations will certainly leave the
ELCA as a result of the ELCA’s
departure from Biblical teachings.
Some of those congregations will j oin
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for
Christ (LCMC), an association of

Lutheran congregations formed in
2001, which we view as a valued
par tner  in mission. Other
congregations, however, have come to
us asking us to form a church body
with a more traditional denomination
structure and scope.

As a result of these conversations and
requests, and after much prayer and
deliberation, the Lutheran CORE
Steering Committee has decided to
explore the formation of a new
Lutheran church body in North
America. We do this in service to
those congregations who wish to leave
the ELCA, and perhaps also for
congregations who might wish to
leave the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Canada (ELCIC) as a result of
similar issues in that church body, and
to advance the mission of Christ by
planting new churches across North
America.

This new church would have a
confession of faith and a constitution.
It would have the competence to
examine and ordain clergy, and a
discipline process for congregations
and clergy. It would be capable of
reaching church-to-church relation-
ships. Its constitution would provide
for the election of officers and it
would be governed by a representative
assembly of delegates. The new
church would provide for dual
membership for congregations and
ordained ministers. It would invite
other Lutheran churches and entities to
participate in shared ministry. It would
utilize resources for ministry from
already-existing para-church move-

Continued on Page 8
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Articles to help congregations in benevolence decisions

Many congregations are choosing to
redirect benevolence giving away from
the ELCA churchwide organization
because of the Biblical and theological
crisis in the ELCA highlighted by the
sexuali ty actions by the 2009 ELCA
Churchwide Assembly.

Most congregations make decisions
about their benevolence giving as a
part of their budget process and at
their annual meetings. 

Several resources are available on the
Lutheran CORE website to assist

congregations in considering ways to
be faithful stewards in this time of
Biblical and theological crisis.

Z  “Redirecting Benevolences Can Be
a Time for Growth in Mission” — A
Process for Making Decisions on
Congregational Benevolence Giving.

Z  “A Teaching Statement on Faithful
Stewardship and the Redirection of
Congregational Benevolence.” This is
a reproducible sheet which addresses
the basic definition of stewardship and
our calling from God to make

responsible decisions in the use of the
resources God has entrusted to us.

Z  “Everything I Learned About the
Redirection of Financial Support, I
learned from the ELCA.” An article
which notes the ELCA’s long-standing
teaching encouraging the redirecting
of financial support. 

“The question for faithful stewards is
not whether we are required to give,
but to what we will give,” writes the
Rev. Steven King, author of the
second two resources.

Lutheran CORE Steering Committee announcement 

Continued from Page 7

ments and from the WordAlone
Network, and would develop other
resources as needed. We intend for
this new church to be complementary
to the ministry and mission of LCMC.

The new Lutheran church body and
the free-standing Lutheran CORE
synod would cooperate closely in
ministry and mission. Special attention
will be given to the calling and
mobility process, resources for
ministry, local and global missions,
and strengthening a sense of
community and witness to the Gospel.
The new Lutheran church body and
the free-standing synod will also seek
to develop close relationships with
other Lutheran churches and entities
— particularly with LCMC, and also
with others including the ELCA, the
ELCIC, and the LCMS.

One thing we want to lift up clearly.
We are seeking to do something that
has proven difficult in other

denominations: maintain tangible
unity and organic relationships
between those who leave and those
who stay in the ELCA. For this reason
we are forming both a new church
body and a free-standing synod, and
both are essential to our vision of
continued fellowship and common
ministry. Please join us in making a
commitment to this important goal.

We have asked our Vision and
Planning Working Group to develop
narrative designs for the new Lutheran
church and for the continuation of
Lutheran CORE’s ministry as a free-
standing synod. Those designs will be
published for review and comment in
February 2010. After that, constitution
task forces will prepare a constitution
for the new church, as well as
constitutional amendments necessary
to implement the free-standing synod,
for adoption at the 2010 Convocation
of Lutheran CORE on August 26-27 in
Columbus, Ohio.

In all that we do, we remain in prayer

and seek to discern the will of God.
Likewise, please keep us and the
members of the Vision and Planning
team in your prayers. That team
includes retired Bishops Paull Spring
and Ron Warren, Pastors David
Glesne, Dan Selbo, Michael Tavella
and Cathi Braasch, Mrs. Carolyn
Nestingen and Mr. Ryan Schwarz.
Please feel free to reach out to any of
them, or any of us, with your thoughts
and suggestions. Contact information
is available on our website,
www.lutherancore.org.

We grieve that it has become
necessary for so many to leave the
ELCA and for so many others to alter
their relationship with the ELCA, but
we are heartened by the clear sense of
mission and ministry that is
motivating these changes. As we move
forward, let us walk humbly as we
seek to follow the path that God has in
store for us.

In His service,
Lutheran CORE Steering Committee
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‘Seeking New Directions for Lutheranism’ is theme
of 2010 Lutheran CORE free theological conference
“Seeking New Directions for
Lutheranism:  Biblical, Theological,
and Churchly Perspectives” is the
theme of a free theological conference
Aug. 24-26 at Upper Arlington
Lutheran Church in Columbus, Ohio.
The conference will precede Lutheran
CORE’s 2010 Convocation.

This free conference for all Lutherans
is sponsored by Lutheran CORE — a
coalition of congregations, reform
movements, and individual pastors
and lay people, calli ng for faithfulness
to the authority of the Holy Scriptures
as the written Word of God and to the
Confessional Writings of the Lutheran
Reformation.  

On Sept. 29, 2009, at Fishers, Ind.,
Lutheran CORE adopted a
constitution that named itself a free-
standing synod.  This historic event
was, in part, a protest of the decisions
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America on human sexuality and
ministry policies that contradict what
the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic
Church has confessed down through
the centuries and across all cultures. 

However, the fact that the ELCA is
now will ing to ordain persons in
same-sex relationships is only the tip
of the iceberg. There is a deep and
pervasive underlying problem: a
culture-conforming theology, alien to
the classical Christian tradition, that
has invaded major sectors of the
ELCA.  

This theological conference will
reaffirm the original aim of
Lutheranism to be a reforming
movement within the whole Church,

that is both evangelical in preaching
and orthodox in doctrine.  Each of the
presenters will focus on a particular
article of faith at risk in Lutheranism
today and spell out what we confess
on the basis of Holy Scripture, the
ancient Creeds, and the Lutheran
Confessions, organizers explained.

All L utherans in North America are
invited to come together to reclaim the
great tradition that witnesses faithfully
to Jesus Christ, builds his church on
earth, and proclaims the gospel of
salvation to the nations.

Immediately following the theological
conference (Aug. 26-27) Lutheran
CORE will gather for a Convocation
that will consider new ways for
Lutheran Christians to witness faith-
fully to Jesus Christ and his Gospel. 

The registration fee is $95 per person.
A Wednesday night banquet featuring
the Rev. Dr. James A. Nestingen is an
additional $35 to cover the cost of the
meal. Registration information will be
available at www.lutherancore.org in
February.
    
Presentations include:

Lutheranism at the Crossroads:
Theological Imperatives

for the Future
The Rev. Dr. Carl E. Braaten

The Unresolved Problem 
of Authority Between the Times
 The Rev. Dr. Paul R. Hinlicky

The Authority and Interpretation
of the Bible in the Church 

The Rev. Dr. Stephen J. Hultgren

Renewing the Moral Vision
for Lutheranism
Dr. Robert Benne

Speaking To, Of, and For 
the Triune God 

The Rev. Dr. Robert W. Jenson

You Cannot Be the Church of
Christ without Christ

The Rev. Dr. Steven D. Paulson

Mission Renewal:
Gospel Roots with Global Reach
The Rev. Dr. Paul V. Martinson

What Does All This Mean 
for Our Future?

Audience Response
Led by Ryan Schwarz
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Unintended Effects
How the ELCA’s Aim for Unity Fractured the Church
By Dr. Robert Benne

In its 2009 Churchwide Assembly in
August the Evangelical Lutheran
Church took the momentous step to
allow for the blessing of gay and
lesbian unions as well as for the
ordination of gays and lesbians in
partnered relationships. It was the first
major confessional church to take
those steps. 

In anticipation of much disagreement
about its decisions, the church struck
what it thought was a compromise so
that we could “journey together
faithfully”  even though there was no
consensus on these issues. The
instrument for compromise was the
“bo und -consc ience ”  doct r i ne .
Realizing that we now had no
authoritative teaching on homosexual
conduct, the Sexuality Task Force
proposed and the Assembly agreed
that all of us respect each other’ s
“bound-conscience” on these matters
as we went about the li fe of our
church. Also, since the official line of
the church was that these issues were
not church-dividing anyway, we could
live with such a settlement. (It was
unexplained why the ELCA should be
immune to the church-dividing nature
of these issues when many churches in
America and in the world were
experiencing painful divisions over
them. Indeed, the leaders of the ELCA
mistakenly projected their own
assessment on the church at large.)

Well, a funny thing happened on the
way to the forum. Since there is now
no authoritative teaching and since we
can claim “bound-conscience”  on
whatever teaching we prefer, this
means that each parish and ultimately

each individual has to decide which
teaching is normative for them. In one
fell swoop the assembly turned the
ELCA in to  a co l l ect i on  o f
congregations and individuals.

What has happened is that the confl ict
that the assembly could not or would
not solve has been ratcheted down to
each parish and finally to each
individual. The “compromise” has
become the occasion for some hard
fighting. Some churches are leaving
the ELCA out of their “bound
conscience.” Each attempt to leave —
even when successful — creates
enormous tension and confli ct. Even
churches who had prepared their laity
for the crisis still have many members
who believed that, in spite of al l , the
congregation should remain in the
ELCA.

Other churches are withholding their
benevolence money from the regional
Synod and the ELCA in response to
the ELCA decisions. This, too, creates
confl ict between the members who
agree with the local leaders’  decisions
and those who believe the parish ought
to support the ELCA in spite of or
because of its decisions. Those same
churches are often taking time to
decide whether to leave or stay, which
extends the difficulties. Stil l  other
churches are taking milder actions:
articulating where they stand on these
matters and often providing options
for members to div ert their
benevolence monies into their
preferred causes. One church has
contrived a “bound- conscience”  fund
for those who want to keep their
benevolence away from the ELCA.
(The assembly certainly did not
anticipate this use of the doctrine!)

The so-called compromise also presses
individuals to decide where they stand,
which congregation they want to
belong to, as well as where they want
their pledges to go. So a game of
musical chairs is going on among
many laity as they try to match their
convictions with that of a particular
congregation. A goodly number
moved to other denominational chairs
when the music stopped in August.
Oth e r s  m o ve d  t o  Lu t h e r a n
congregations that fi t their “bound
conscience.”  Many are sti l l  in a
quandary about what to do. This
“church shopping” presses churches to
decide where they stand, which also
causes tension.

In the face of this widespread
fracturing, a small portion of churches
have embraced the decisions of the
ELCA and are moving quickly toward
openly blessing gay and lesbian unions
and call ing ordained gays and lesbians
in partnered relationships. Some of
those parishes have been engaging in
those practices for a long time; others
now have official permission to
exercise their “bound conscience”  by
adopting them. Laypersons in the latter
group who disagree with this agenda
no doubt depart for other more
“orthodox” churches.

A far larger number of churches —
perhaps even the majority of parishes
in the ELCA — try to duck the
challenge. Their pastors or laypersons
say: “ this is not an issue in our
parish,”  which can mean a number of
things. It can mean that the pastor
and/or the majority in the church agree
with the decisions of the ELCA but are

Continued on Page 11
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ELCA worship resources offer prayer to ‘Mother’ God

Worship resources also highlight the
Biblical and theological crisis in the
ELCA.  One of the goals of Lutheran
CORE is to insist upon the priority of
the revealed Name of God as Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit in worship and
educational materials produced by and
for the church. 

The ELCA publishing house is
recommending a prayer addressing

God as “Mother”  in worship materials
for Sunday, Dec. 27. The prayer is one
of the Prayers of Intercession in the
Sundays and Seasons worship
planning resource widely used by
ELCA pastors and is included in the
“Celebrate” bulletin insert used by
many ELCA congregations.

The ancient Latin phrase Lex orandi,
lex credendi — which means “the law

of prayer is the law of belief”  — is
taught to pastors and other worship
planners as a reminder of the
relationship between worship and the
faith of God’s people.  This important
principle is sometimes translated, “As
we worship, so we believe.”  It
highlights the importance of language
used in worship and is a reminder of
the significance of the Biblical and
theological crisis in the ELCA.

How the ELCA’s Aim for Unity Fractured the Church

Continued from Page 10

not going to make a big thing about it.
They will face the issues when they
come up. It can also  mean that the
issue is not important enough to get
steamed up about, which follows the
ELCA lead by viewing these issues as
non-church divi ding. These
congregations, too, will face the issue
when they have to. In either case,
pastors and laypersons who are
disturbed by the changes in the ELCA
have to decide whether they can “go
along to get along” in those
congregations. Some will keep quiet,
others will protest or leave. The
largest number of congregations for
whom “this is not an issue”  more
likely hope that this will  not become
an issue because it could indeed be
church- dividing. These congregations
are sometimes in a fragile enough
condition that a controversy over
sexuali ty issues may well  spell  the
doom of the parish. If they take a clear
position pro or con on the Assembly
decisions they will lose people. And
they cannot afford that. Other parishes
are doing pretty well and don’t want to
upset the apple-cart by introducing
controversial issues. These are
generally orthodox in teaching and

practice and intentionally distance
themselves from the workings of the
ELCA.

It is understandable why churches
want to duck the issue, but I suspect in
the long run they will not be able to do
so. Laity are slowly awakening to
what is happening and will raise
inconvenient questions about the
direction of the congregation, synod,
and the national church to which they
belong. Besides, they might be directly
confronted with pairs asking to be
blessed. Then they won’t be able to
duck.

Given this account, at least two
insights are relevant:

First, it is easy to sympathize with
o r t h o d o x i n d i v i dua l s a n d
congregations who are struggling
about what to do. They didn’t ask for
this. Therefore, it is important for the
time being to respect the various
decisions that are being made by the
orthodox. Each parish situation and
each individual situation is different.
Some parishes and individuals simply
cannot leave at this time. But as the
full consequences of the church’s
decisions become more visible and

concrete — changes in the teaching
materials, the ri tes, and the
composition of the clergy, the path
ahead may become clearer. As groups
such as the Lutheran Coalition for
Renewal (Lutheran CORE) and
Lutheran Churches in Mission for
Christ (LCMC) become more viable
ecclesial bodies than the ELCA itself,
the inclination to leave may be more
intense.

Second, the fall-out reveals the
foolhardiness of changing doctrine and
practice before there are compelling
biblical and theological arguments for
doing so. In deciding it had no
authoritative teaching on homosexual
conduct, the church tossed the
problem to congregations and
individuals to decide for themselves,
which is a sure-fire formula for
conflict. The authorities in the ELCA
were warned repeatedly that this
maneuver would lead to the fracturing
of the church. That is precisely what is
happening.

Dr. Robert Benne is director of the
Center for Religion and Society at
Roanoke College in Salem, Va. He is
a member of the Lutheran CORE
Advisory Council.
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A view from the back row of the ELCA Church Council meeting

By Pastor Erma Wolf
Lutheran CORE Steering Committee

The meeting of the Church Council of
the ELCA that took place in early
November 2009 was important as the
first meeting since the August
Churchwide Assembly.  It was at that
assembly that a number of momentous
decisions were reached, including the
decisions regarding the possibility of
blessing and rostering  LGBT persons
in publicly accountable life-long
same-gender relationships.   The fall
meeting of the Church Council  was
when that body would deal with the
first necessary discussions and
decisions coming out of the assembly,
as well as make decisions regarding
the proposed 2010 budget for the
ELCA.  While the council dealt with
some other matters in addition to
these, indeed the discussion of the
proposed revision of rostered ministry
policies and the decision on changing
the policy regarding reinstatement of
rostered ministers took up the lion’s
share of the council’s attention,
alongside of the budget decisions.

The Budget.  ELCA Presiding Bishop
Mark Hanson referred to the pain of
revising the churchwide organization’s
2010 budget in his opening report to
the council.  This revision would
require eliminating 40.75 positions in
the churchwide staff , and those
persons had been informed of this in
the week just before the council met.
The necessity of revising down the
budget was evident with the report
that income from the synods was and
would be falling.  There were several
concerns, especially about minimizing
the impact on the mission of the
ELCA, and at this point the 2010
budget does not make cuts in the
number of missionaries or on mission

starts.  (It was clearly noted that those
areas had seen cuts in the 2009 budget,
and if the level of giving continued to
fall in 2010 that more cuts might need
to be made affecting those areas as
well.)  Altogether the council cut the
2010 spending plan by 10 percent.

In looking at the causes of this fall in
the revenue stream,  Bishop Hanson
named three things:  a 30-year trend of
decline in the ELCA (and its
predecessor bodies); the ongoing
world-wide recession; and those
congregations and individuals
redirecting and withholding funds
from the ELCA in protest over the
decisions of the August Churchwide
Assembly. Hanson warned against
like-minded groups retreating to
enclaves in which they increasingly
spoke only with those they agreed
with, and not engaging with the rest of
those in the ELCA on matters that
were in contention. 

Draft Revision of Ministry Policies.
The big news is that the Church
Council agreed with the request from
the Conference of Bishops that more
time was needed for discussion of the
language and proposals for the
revisions of these policies.  The vote
to refer consideration of revisions of
the ministry policies to the April 2010
meeting of the Church Council was
adopted unanimously.  

However, there was considerable
discussion of these proposed revisions,
both in a “quasi-committee of the
whole” discussion  which the council
conducted on Saturday afternoon, and
in the report given to the council by
the Rev. Stan Olson, Director of the
Unit of Vocation and Education,
ELCA Secretary David Swartling, and
a representative of the Conference of

Bishops. (One of the drawbacks to
sitting on the back row at these
meetings is that often one cannot see
who is speaking.  In this case, I was
not always able to detect which bishop
was addressing the council.)  Both
Olson and Swartling cautioned the
council members (one-third of whom
are newly elected to their positions
since August) to be very careful both
of language in the documents and in
the decisions of the assembly.

Most striking to this observer were the
repeated reminders of what the actions
of the Churchwide Assembly did not
do:  “It does not resolve the diversity
of opinion about homosexuality; it
does not say to the church, ‘this is the
position of the church.,’”  said Olson.
Rather, Olson reminded the council,
there are four positions that can be
faithfully held in the ELCA, and  care
must be exercised not to say that one
position is the normative position and
that the others are the dissenting
positions.  This warning was repeated
a number of times, not only by Olson
but also by several of the bishops there
as liaisons between the Conference of
Bishops and the Church Council.
Bishop Michael Burke of the
Southeast Iowa Synod reminded the
council that the newly passed social
statement on human sexuality did not
set marriage and publicly accountable
life-long monogamous same-gender
relationships (PALMS) side by side as
equivalent to one another.  

A long discussion occurred with the
council members pressing on the
precise meaning of “publicly
accountable.”  Both the bishops and
the staff members remarked that there
needed to be consistent and congruent

Continued on Page 13
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Lutheran CORE gathering in Ohio draws 545 people

A Lutheran CORE area gathering in
Mansfield, Ohio, Saturday, Dec. 5,
drew 545 people from more than 160
Lutheran congregations.

The conference, hosted by First
English Lutheran Church of
Mansfield, was titled “How Then
Shall We Live?  The Re-Configuration
of the Lutheran Church — A
Conference for ELCA Lutherans
Living in a Post-Minneapolis World.”

Speakers included the Rev.  Kenneth
Sauer, Bishop Emeritus of the
Southern Ohio Synod and former
Chair of the ELCA Conference of
Bishops; the Rev. Mark Chavez,
director of Lutheran CORE; the Rev.
Wil liam Sul l ivan of Lutheran
Congregations in Mission for Christ;
and the Rev. Paul Ulring of Upper
Arlington Lutheran Church in
Columbus, Ohio, and a member of the
Lutheran CORE Steering Committee.

CDs and DVDs of the conference may
be ordered from First English
Lutheran Church. An order form is
available at www.felc-mansfield.org.

Call to Faithfulness, the Lutheran
CORE-affiliated reform group in the
Northeastern Iowa Synod, hosted the
“Faithful Voices” Conference Nov. 21
at St. Peter Lutheran Church in
Greene, Iowa. 

More than 125 laity and pastors from
38 congregations and four synods
gathered to be encouraged by their
mutual faith in Christ and to organize
to renew and reform the Church.  

The Rev. Cori Johnson, one of the
three dissenting voices on the ELCA’s
Sexuality Task Force, brought the
keynote for the day.  The Revs.
Marshall Hahn, Jason Cooper, Ken
Kimball and Gary Hatcher spoke on
behalf of Call to Faithfulness about

concrete ways that congregations can
make a difference.  

Audio of the presentations may be
downloaded from their internet site,
http://calltofaithfulness.wordpress.com.

“Bound to Confess and Resist” was
the title of the WordAlone Network
fall theological conference Nov. 15-17
at Rosevil le Lutheran Church in
Rosevil le, Minn. More than 300
people attended.

Speakers included Professors Mark
Granquist, Hans Hillerbrand, James
Nestingen, Steven Paulson, Hans
Schwarz, and Larry Yoder.

DVDs of the conference are available
from the WordAlone Network. An
order form is available online at
www.wordalone.org. The text of
presentations is also available at the
website under “Meetings and Events.”

A view from the back row of the ELCA Church Council meeting

Continued from Page 12

language on this, but the difficulty in
devising a precise definition that both
upheld the social statement’s
definition of marriage as being
between a man and a woman and gave
definite guidelines to such entities as
synod committees, bishops, and the
Board of Pensions was recognized by
everyone in the room.  The
overwhelming  sense coming out of
the majority of the council members,
however, was that this was too
important to rush; they needed to take
the time to get this right, even if it
meant that implementing the decisions
of the assembly would take more time
than anyone had initially anticipated.

The council did vote on making one
change, with the approval of the
Conference of Bishops.  This was to
vote to approve the new policy on
reinstatement to the roster of those
who had left or been removed solely
because of being in a same-gender
relationship.  This new policy would
make an exception to the current
policy, and allow a two-year window
in which those in that situation could
make application to a synodical bishop
for reinstatement. That window would
be the years of 2010 and 2011.  The
process will not be able to be
concluded until the Church Council
votes on the proposed revisions on
ministry policies, now scheduled for
the spring of 2010.  But as the process

of reinstatement is lengthy, it was felt
that this move could be made now as
a sign of the willingness to move on
these matters.

Sitting on the back row and observing
the meetings of the Church Council
gives one a unique perspective.  There
was great give and take during these
sessions, as the council grappled with
the complexities of the task before
them.  I am looking forward to being
on the back row when the council
meets again, in the spring of 2010.

Pastor Erma Wolf of Brandon, S.D.,
attends the ELCA Church Council
meetings on behalf of Lutheran CORE
both to observe and to be a resource.
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Manhattan Declaration addresses marriage, sanctity of life

A group of prominent Christian clergy,
ministry leaders, and scholars released
the “Manhattan Declaration” Nov. 20
addressing the sanctity of li fe,
traditional marriage, and religious
liberty. 

The 4,700-word declaration was
drafted by Dr. Robert George, Dr.
Timothy George, and Chuck Colson.
It was originally signed by more than
150 Orthodox,  Catho li c and
evangelical Christian leaders. More
than 285,000 people have added their
names to the list of signers according
to an online tal ly.

Following are excerpts of the
declaration which is available online
at www.manhattandeclaration.org.

Z  While the whole scope of Christian
moral concern, including a special
concern for the poor and vulnerable,
claims our attention, we are especially
troubled that in our nation today the
lives of the unborn, the disabled, and
the elderly are severely threatened;
that the institution of marriage, already
buffeted by promiscuity, infidelity and
divorce, is in jeopardy of being
redefined to accommodate fashionable
ideologies; that freedom of rel igion
and the rights of conscience are
gravely jeopardized by those who
would use the instruments of coercion
to compel persons of faith to
compromise their deepest convictions.

Z  Vast human experience confirms
that marriage is the original and most
important institution for sustaining the
health, education, and welfare of all
persons in a society. Where marriage
is honored, and where there is a
flourishing marriage culture, everyone
benefits — the spouses themselves,
their children, the communities and
societies in which they live.  Where

the marriage culture begins to erode,
social pathologies of every sort
quickly manifest themselves.

Z  The impulse to redefine marriage in
order to recognize same-sex and
multiple partner relationships is a
symptom, rather than the cause, of the
erosion of the marriage culture. It
reflects a loss of understanding of the
meaning of marriage as embodied in
our civi l  and religious law and in the
p hi l o s op hi c a l t r a d i ti o n th a t
contributed to shaping the law. Yet it
is critical that the impulse be resisted,
for yielding to it would mean
abandoning the possibil i ty of restoring
a sound understanding of marriage
and, with it, the hope of rebuild ing a
healthy marriage culture. It would lock
into place the false and destructive
belief that marriage is all  about
romance and other adult satisfactions,
and not, in any intrinsic way, about
procreation and the unique character
and value of acts and relationships
whose meaning is shaped by their
aptness for the generation, promotion
and protection of li fe. In spousal
communion and the rearing of children
(who, as gifts of God, are the fruit of
their parents’  marital love), we
discover the profound reasons for and
benefits of the marriage covenant.

Z  The truth is that marriage is not
something abstract or neutral that the
law may legitimately define and
re-define to please those who are
powerful and influential. No one has a
civil  right to have a non-marital
relationship treated as a marriage.
Marriage is an objective reality — a
covenantal union of husband and wife
— that it is the duty of the law to
recognize and support for the sake of
justice and the common good. If it
fai ls to do so, genuine social harms
follow.

Z  Because we honor justice and the
common good, we wil l not comply
with any edict that purports to compel
our institutions to participate in
ab or t i ons, em bryo-dest ruct i v e
research, assisted suicide and
euthanasia, or any other anti-l if e act;
nor wil l we bend to any rule
purporting to force us to bless immoral
sexual partnerships, treat them as
marriages or the equivalent, or refrain
from proclaiming the truth, as we
know i t, about moral i ty and
immorality and marriage and the
famil y. We will fully and ungrudgingly
render to Caesar what is Caesar’ s. But
under no circumstances wil l  we render
to Caesar what is God’ s.
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